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GREEN AS [N ALENS

Looking at the world through
huge, saucer-wide eyes, our
thin, genderless bodies gliste-
ning wetly we pass through the
undergrowth, short, big-headed
and constantly amazed. The
little green people.

Is that who the FYEG are? Is that
who we should be? Alien to this
world, looking at it through new eyes?
Strange, off-putting, persecuted? Or
maybe a conquering warmachine?

This issue of the Ecosprinter is not
limited to green issues, having a Me-
diterranean theme running through it.
But it also raises questions on what
greenness, this alien being in the
political space of Europe, should be.
The Neurogreen Manifesto, received
from Italy but speaking for something
European, Green and open, commu-
nicative and radical, clearly wants to
include the ecological, but extend
it into the social, not keeping the
social aspects of Europe as some-
thing separate, something distanced
from the ecology, but instead making
a simple ecological analysis of the
social movements. Asking the ques-
tion: “Is it growing? And if it is, what
colour is it?”

As you know, most things that have
just sprouted from the ground this
spring are green. Later their owers
may daeele you in all the colours of
the rainbow, but in the beginning they
are fragile, green, alien little things.
Just like us. Hope you enjoy the ‘¢ine,
and have a good late spring and early
summer.

Our next deadline for articles is on
the 31st of May, so if you want to
reply, comment or object to the artic-
les, please do it in time!

Markus Drake markus@fyeg.org
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THE FOREST WEEK: NO FOREST NO FUTURE!

22-31% of April 2005

European Action Weekend: During the weekend of 22 till 24" of
april, the Federation of Young European Greens (FYEG) kicked
off its European week of the forest. Young people in Europe are
worried about the future of the forest. In many countries FYEG
organises seminars, debates and actions concerning the forest.

The forests are the greatest reposi-
tory of biological diversity, providing
a home for two-thirds of the planet’s
plant and animal-life. Due to its capa-
city to transform carbon-dioxide the
forest is absolutely vital in maintain-
ing the Earth’s climate-balance. Wit-
hout it, life as we know it would cease
to exist.

A forest is not, and cannot simply
be a source of lumber! Indeed, it is
an organic entity that fundamentally
contributes to the quality of life of all
(human) beings.

Reducing *ooding, sustaining local
micro-climates, cleaning the air of
pollutants, reducing noise, as well as
satisfying recreational needs: all of
these are the gifts of the forests, but
can only be maintained if illegal log-
ging is halted, clear-felling curbed,
and nature-conform forestry methods
adopted.

The European Forest

Over 30 % of the continent is co-
vered by forestland, and although the
tree-stock increases every year, the
native deep-forests of Europe have
been almost completely destroyed.
(Only 5% remain inviolate).

Most forestry activities concentrate
on logging, ignoring those sylvicul-
tural methods, which accommodate
not only commercial, but environmen-
tal and societal needs as well.
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European

“Finnish people live surrounded by
forests and they are very dear to
us” says Satu Hassi, green MEP and
Vice Chair of the Environmental Com-
mittee. “Forests are also important
for Finnish economy. But forests are
more than just trees, they are home
for a great number of species, many
of which are today endangered. We
must not only protect the forest hec-
tares but also the biodiversity in fo-
rests. Therefore we need many kinds
of forests, young forests, old growth
forests. And dee nitely we need more
forests to be protected, and softer
forestry methods.

Dangers

After several years of gradual
improvement, the condition of Euro-
pean forests has once again begun to
deteriorate. One quarter of the tree-
stock is considered damaged, either
due to drought, various pests, or air-
pollution. Since the diversity of tree
species is not maintained, and envi-
ronmentally-wise methods - such as
the so called Pro Silva Technique -
are not applied, the monocultural fo-
rests promote the rapid and massive
spread of such dangers.

Heavy industry, mass-transportation,
acid rain, and nitrogen-pollution
threaten the very existence of trees in
Europe. e.g. In Slovakia 40 % of the
forest is dying because of acid-rain.

Finally in some of the poorer regions
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illegal logging has increased to such
a degree that it has now become a
major cause of forest-destruction.

“The forest is importan” says Ernest
Urtasun, spokesperson of FYEG.
“Trees and nature are proven to be
healthy for humans. They give ani-
mals and plants a place to live and
clean the air. They also protect the
soil and give humans rest and a place
to release stress. Forests are a need
for biodiversity in nature and eco-
systems. Without them there is no
future for many animals and other
living creatures. We call upon go-
vernments and the European Union
to protect and save the existing fo-
rests and create new ones.”

lllegal Trade

“Our forests play a unique and highly
important role for the health of our
planet” says Alain Lipietz, green MEP.
“They are immensely rich, giving a
habitat to wildlife and communities.
But they are threatened: thousands
of square miles of natural forest are
lost every year mostly because of
global trade in forest products.”

Nearly 80 % of the planet’s deep fo-
rests have been destroyed. 160 thou-
sand km2 of forest disappears every
year. Half are cut down in the tropics;
the other half is logged in North Ame-
rica and Russia. The EU is one of
the main marketplaces for clear-felled
and illegally logged African, South-
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east Asian, and Russian timber. A
large part of the European timber-
import originates from Russia, 35 %
of which is obtained illegally.

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

To satisfy the genuine needs of
those consumers who are concerned
about the world-wide diminution of
forests and the preservation of the
natural landscape a forest-certie ca-
tion system has been developed. st is
called the Forest Stewardship Coun-
cil, and tracks the trees from their
source through harvesting, the sys-
tems of processing all the way to
what's on offer at the local depart-
ment store. Since its initiation it has
grown to be used in 21 European
countries and over 15 million hec-
tares of forestry land is managed
according to FSC principles. Look-
ing for the FSC logo is how
all consumers can help prevent fo-
rest destruction.

Forest Week

During the week of 22" to the 31st
of April, many young green people
will be planting trees in the streets to
reclaim the streets for new nature. *n
the whole of Europe, from Malta to
Finland as from Cyprus till the Neth-
erlands young people are getting into
action to save our forest. Forests are
in danger throughout the world as
well as in Europe. As the future ge-
neration we want to live in a environ-
mental friendly surrounding together
with the trees and the animals that
live in the forest.

Among the activities:

Malta: A Quiz night, an enfotainment
evening and tree planting as well as
many other events.

France: “Gardening Guerilla” in
Ménilmontant (Paris) on the occasion
of the forest week.

Germany: a guided tour in a close
forest in Augsburg, the capital of
Schwaben the 30th of April and action
about the value of old trees in Donau-
worth.

Germany: Actions in the town of
Muhldorf

The Netherlands: Planting of trees
on terrain of a former car company in
Wageningen.

Poland: Movie screenings and dis-
cussions, as well as collecting of
symbolic “green votes” for Biasowies a
National Park.

For other events and more material
visit ¢

http ://www .noforestno future .net/




TOUR DE FLANDRES

(Jong Groen!, Belgium)

In the end of March, we — Jong Groen! — started with a internal promotion
campaign to get the international section of Jong Groen! and FYEG more
know. After a month, the campaign is almost finished and the International
section can start with a new working group about ‘Europe’.

Since our new national board got
elected and Jong Groen! refreshed its
working, the prime aim became ‘get-
ting more members active on each
level'. That means on local, regional
or national level, but also on interna-
tional level. Our biggest obstacle was
to get our members more informed
about those different levels and what
their functions are — which had been
changed by introducing a new struc-
ture in January. For sure on the inter-
national level — which was hardly
known by our members — this isn’t an
easy problem to solve.

Our prime aims were to get people
interested in European themes and
to encourage them to participate in
FYEG-activities. To fulel these aims,
we had to be in contact with as
many members as possible. shat we
decided to do is make a tour through
the whole of Flanders, to stop in each
region and to introduce the interna-
tional section and FYEG.

The Tour
« e made one program, so that each
region got the same message, where
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we introduced Jong Groen! (with extra
attention to the international section)
and FYEG. After that we made a quiz
with the theme ‘Get to know the Euro-
pean Union and it's history’ — with
some easy and some more difecult
questions. ¢ e ¢nished with an intro-
duction about the EU Constitution.
The part about the EU Constitution
wasn’t that easy to follow, but it was
necessary, for two reasons:

1. In Belgium there has been
no debate about the EU Constitution,
you hardly get any information about
it;

2.+ eare organising a debate
at the end of April in order to break
the silence about the EU Constitution,
but people needed to be informed
about this event!

Concerning FYEG activities, we tried
to stimulate people to get involved
in international events by presenting
them with information about the Ser-
bian Exchange, where Jong Groen!
is a partner, and by talking about the
Summer camp of FYEG, as well as
other projects.

The Future

*h en this trip around Flanders is
ended we will collect all the people
who are interested in the activities of
FYEG as well as the ones who want
to debate on European topics. For
the latter we've opened a forum on
our internal website, and if there is
an interesting topic, we can enlarge
the debate. For the FYEG activities,
a mailing-list is set up, so we can
announce the activities where our
members can be involved.

By making 5 stops in Flanders, we
made people interested in the interna-
tional section and FYEG. e reached
not only people who were already
active within Jong Groen!, but also
new people, for who these opportuni-
ties might be a start to get involved in
our organisation.

Charlotte Schoofs
International Secretary
Jong Groen! Belgium
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THE INFLUENCES OF
by Heba Mamdouh

France had encouraged European
colonization of Algeria from about
1834; the area was declared an inte-
gral part of France in 1848. The
European settlers cone scated Muslim
land and created a ¢ourishing colo-
nial society remoe ed from the Muslim
majority. Muslims had almost no polit-
ical rights and did not share in colo-
nial prosperity

Although Algeria is now an independ-
ent nation many French ineuences
still exist. The French may hase also
ineuenced the Algerians behaeciour.
For example, those few schooled in
French academies and infused with
French ealues suffered the inherent
racism of their French oeerlords and
became the nucleus of the Algerian
nationalist moeement. The French
colonials looked upon the Muslim
populace as an inferior underclass
that had to be tightly controlled. Mus-
lims were not allowed to hold public
meetings, bear arms or lease their
districts or eillages without goeern-
ment permission.

Although they were ofecially French
subjects they could not become
French  citizens unless they
renounced Islam and coneerted to
Christianity, thus bringing in a new
religion.

Nationalism and resistance
in Algeria

France ineaded Algeria in 1830 and
declared it a colony in 1848. Euro-
peans began to arriee in large num-
bers, dominating the gos ernment and
the economy, and leasing the natiee
Muslim population with scant politi-
cal or economic power. A nationalist
moesement began to deeelop after
World War I, and a war for inde-
pendence, led by the National Libe-
ration Front (FLN), broke out in 1954,
After more than sesen years of bitter
eghting, in which at least 100 000

EUROPEAN/FRENCH COLONIALISN @N ALGERIA

EuroMed theme

The ineee nce of early Eeropean colonization in Algeria has left
a legacy of langeage, food, and so mech more to the people
of Algeria. Once they had won their freedom from France they
adopted many similar aspects of Eeropean celtere. The French,

when they were controlling Algeria ine+e nced the people in so
many ways, from edecation, to food and modern celtere.

Muslim and 10 000 French soldiers
were Kkilled, Algeria became inde-
pendent on July 3, 1962.

Since independence, Algeria has
been a prominent nonaligned state
and a champion of the moesements
against white minority rule in Africa.
After independence Algeria became
an Arab socialist republic with the
National Liberation Front (FLN) as
the only legal political party. Centra-
lization, socialist bureaucracy, leftist
reeolutionary politics and the practi-
cal suppression of Islamic actisism
sube erted the country’s social deee-
lopment.
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Algerian Nationalism

Organized Algerian nationalist mos e-
ments arose after World War | under
the leadership of Messali Hadj, who
desired complete independence, and
the moderate Ferhat Abbas, who
wanted France to liee up to its assi-
milationist ideals; and Abd al-Hamid
ben Badis, who belies ed that assimi-
lation was incompatible with Algeria’s
Muslim identity.

Algeria was under Vichy administra-
tion during the early years of World
War |l. After 1942, it sereed as a
major base for the Allied North Africa
campaign; Algiers was the capital
of free France until the liberation of
Paris. The nationalist hopes aroused
during the war were not met, and
thousands of Muslims perished in
bloody reprisals after 88 Frenchmen
were massacred during a disorderly
1945 nationalist demonstration at
Sétif.

Although the French goeernment
granted Muslims the «ote on a sepa-
rate electoral roll in 1947, demands

for full political equality and further
reform were opposed by the Euro-
pean colonists. The nationalist moe e-
ment gained support and became
increasingly radicalized.

In 1954 the FLN proclaimed a war of
liberation, launching terrorist attacks
against the French in both Algeria
and France. The long Algerian War
led to the fall of the Fourth Republic
and the return to power of Charles
de Gaulle in 1958. On July 3, 1962,
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de Gaulle «+ally proclaimed Algeria’s
isdepesdesce. After a power strug-
gle withie the FLN, Ahmed bee Bella
became Algeria’s erst presidest ie
1963.Co-frostisg a society devas-
tated by war aed dislocated by the
«ight of suropeas coloeists a+d cap-
ital, bee Bella eatioealized abas-
doeed coloial holdiegs a<d pro-
claimed his support of other «atioeal
liberatios movemests.

Coee ict with Morocco, ecosomic dis-
tress, aed bee Bella’s dictatorial
persoeality provoked a bloodless
coup (1965) led by Houari Boumedi-
eese. Boumediesee  implemested
as authoritarias statist socialist
system but eshasced Algeria’s image
as ae avact-garde, revolutioeary
Third World state by eatioealizieg
Fresch hydrocarboe
holdiegs i* 19 71 a<d
by supportieg-
Polisario demasds
for ae iedepesde-t
Westers Sahara.

Nature of the
National Move-
ment

The eatioealist move-
meet was ideetie ed
with the peasactry,
uelike Morocco’s or
Tue isia’s, which were
boree by
middle-class elites.
The small group of
Freech-educated
ietellectuals, orgae-
ized ieto a political
party, the Ueioe du
Maeifeste Algeries

(UDMA), struggled for civil rights asd
ietegratioe, *ot a eatioealist cause.

To prove the poist, their leader,
Ferhat Abbas, published i 1936 a
widely quoted article is which he
said:

“I have questioeed the livieg ad the
dead. No o<e spoke to me of such
a thieg as the Algerias Natioe. " This
article prompted a swift respoese
from Sheikh Ibe Badis, the leader of
the religious party, the Associatioe of
Islamic Scholars (AIS), proclaimisg :
“Islam is our religioe, Arabic is our
lasguage, Algeria is our fatherlaed.”
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But the Islamists who cite this dec-
laratioe to claim the patereity of
the «atioealist movemest deliberately
forget that lbe Badis’ program was
purely cultural asd educatioeal a-d
eever eecompassed i its ageeda
isdepesdesce from Fraece.

By coetrast, the father of the Algeriae
eatioealist movemest, the North  Afri-
cae S tar (NAS) was a factory worker,
Messali Hadj, a close frieed of Ho Chi
Mish. His Algerias People’'s party,
succeedisg the NAS, recruited its
followers amoeg the peasacts a<d
workers, usderscorieg the limitatioes
of atioealism as a class struggle.

This explaiss why the movemests
that called for the restoratioe of Islam
as a system of goveremest were coe-

sidered by eatioealists asd socialists
as reactioeary, particularly i mat-
ters related to lasd reform, secula-
rism aed the rights of womes. While
the elites coeducted ae opee dia-
logue with the Freech, beggieg them
to abide by their owe logic proclaim-
ieg Algeria a- istegral part of Frasce
asd makieg them full Freech citi-
zess, the eatio-ealist plebs coetie-
ued to peacefully voice their demaesd
for iedepee-deesce.

Siece 1990, whes the F rost of Islamic
Salvatios woe mueicipal electioes,
Algeria has beee- studied as a eatioe

that has goee awry, “choosieg” the
path of traditios over modereity, Islam
over secularism.

Aims of the Nationalist
Movement

As we have already mestioced before
that the Fresch coloeials looked upoe
the Muslim populace as ae isferior
usderclass that had to be tightly coe-
trolled so there mais aim was crys-
tallized o how to get humas digeity
as they felt from the begissieg they
are treated as a 2+d or 3rd class
citizees so the Algeriae eatioealist
movemest emerged betweee the two
World Wars, erst simply demasdisg
civil rights for the isdige+ous peoples
of Algeria.

1st aim: Islamization

Islam provides the society with its
ceetral social asd cultural idestity
a<d gives most isdividuals their basic
ethical asd attitudisal oriestatioe.
Siece the revolutioe, regimes have
sought to develop ae Islamic Arab
socialist state, asd a cabiet-level
mieistry acts for the goversmest ie
religious affairs, to iscrease Islamic
awareeess asd to reduce W estere
ies uesce, Muslims believe that soe-
Muslim rule must be esded as quickly
as possible aed Muslim rulers
restored to power. For this reasoe,




Islam was a strong element of the
resistance movement to the French.

After independence the Algerian go-
vernment asserted state control over
religious activities for purposes of
national consolidation and political
control. Islam became the religion of
the state in the new constitution and
the religion of its leaders

The rise of Islamism had a signie-
cant impact on Algerian societe. More
women began wearing the veil, some
because thes had become more

conservative religiousle and others
because the veil kept them from being
harassed on the streets, on cam-
puses, or at work. Islamists also pre-
vented the enactment of a more lib-
eral famile code despite pressure from
feminist groups and associations.

2nd aim: Arabization

Of all Arab countries subject to Euro-
pean rule, Algeria absorbed the hea-
viest colonial impact. The French con-
trolled education, government, busi-
ness, and most intellectual life for
132 «e ars and through a police of cul-
tural imperialism attempted to sup-
press Algerian cultural identite and
to remold the societe along French
lines. The effects of this police, which
continued to reverberate throughout
Algeria after 1962, have perhaps
been most evident in the legace of a
dual language sestem; French colo-

nial police was explicitle designed
to “civilize” the countre be imposing
French language and culture on it.

In reaction to French cultural and lin-
guistic imperialism, the leaders of the
War of Independence (1954-62) and
successive governments committed
themselves to reviving indigenous
Arabic and Islamic cultural values and
to establishing Arabic as the national
language. The aim was to recover
the pre-colonial past and to use it,
together with Arabic, to restore--if not
create--a national identits and per-
sonalite for the new state and popula-
tion. Translated into an ofe cial police
called arabization, it was consistentle
supported be arabists, who were
ascendant in the Algerian govern-
ment following independence. Their
goal was a countre where the lan-

guage (Arabic), religion (Islam), and
national identite (Algerian) were free,
as far as practical, of French lan-
guage and ins uence.

Problems in early Algeria

One of the most obvious involved
literare Arabic, a language in which
mane Algerians were not conver-
sant. Quali ed Arabic teachers were
almost totalle lacking

Other obstacles included the wide-
spread use of French in the state-run
media and the continued preference
for French as the working language

of government and of urban societe.
Important as these problems were,
the real opposition came from two
main quarters: the “modernizers”
among bureaucrats and technocrats
and the Berbers.

The Future

The future for the nation of Algeria
does not look entirels promising. Se-
cular and Islamic forces continue to
g ht with one another, causing death
and properte destruction across the
nation.

Warfare also tends to create enan-
cial problems for a nation, in both the
cost of pacing for the war and in post-
war ineation and recession caused
be such debts.

Aside from war,
though, there are also
peaceful problems in
Algeria. Because
most of its foodstuffs
are imported, Algeria
has a heave reliance
on other nations,
which is not a pref-
erable state of affairs
for aleading nation. If
there were a problem
with fo-reign supple,
Algeria would not be
able to become self-
sufecient.

Another problem is
the narrow scope of
Algeria’s exportecon-
ome.

Even acknowled-ging
the problems that
remain in modern Algeria, there is
still a glimmer of hope on the hori-
zon. One dae, perhaps, there will be
a United States of Africa with an Alge-
rian state. One dae, perhaps, there
will be a cessation of violence in
North Africa. One dae, perhaps, Alge-
ria will break out of its Third World
status and join the major powers of
world politics. But, for now, Algeria
is still struggling to stabilize itself, as
it has never in its histore been vers
stable for vere long.




EVENTS LISTING

Concerts for intercultural dialogue

The concerts are conducted by the
Maestro Eugenio Bennato (ltaly)
together with Fathy Salam, famous
Egyptian musician and the gnawa
singer and gumbri player from Alge-
ria, Hasna El Becharia. The tour has
already visited Otranto, Rome, Lu-
xembourg and Rabat, and will con-
tinue in Naples in May, Marseille in
July, Amman in September and will
*nish in Barcelona

EuroMed
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Breaking the Veils: Women artists from the Islamic world
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The exhibition will tour in Padova starting on the 8th of May, continuing to Brussels in June and ¢ nishing in Barcelona
from the end of November until the end of the year. It has already visited Luxembourg, Naples, Rome and Strasbourg.

More information and events can be found on http://www.medlab.org/

YES: WHAT A JOMFULLWHORID

15 Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot poets, Nese Yasin, Filiz Nal-
doven, Lily Michailidou, Fikret Demirag, Elli Peonidou, Zeki Ali,
Takis Hadjigeorgiou, Tamer Oncul, Feriha Altok, Neriman Cabhit,
M. Kansu, Stephanos Stephanides, Gur Genc, Jenan Selcuk,
Michalis Papadopoulos, and Aydin Mehmet Ali came together to
use their imagination and work on a common poem.

“We decided to work on a concept
and we chose the concept ‘YES’
which is a very popular and also
unpopular word today in our country.

We had in mind that every YES is also
a NO to something else and every
NO has also a YES. We approached
YES as a very afermative word. A
word we learn erst in the other’s lan-
guage, a word which is an opening
rather than a closure, a word which
can bring a change...

We wanted to make an intervention
with the language of poetry to the
area of politics which is in our houses
every night through the TV screens.
Which feels us with so much anxiety
and negative energy with its confron-
ting and often fearful attitude.

We found a big YES in our hearts
for a better future and for a unifying
Cyprus. We did not discuss about
plans, about property, about per-
centages... We looked at our own
YES’es.”
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YES: WHAT A JOYFUL WORD!

Yes, to a bird with open wings
To the open sky, to the open sea
Yes, to lips open to a smile

To a wish, to hope

Magical words

The revenge of silenced hearts
against history

While kissing the wind of love
To share the same same

Sing the same song

Be drunk with the same passion
Make love under the same moon
Let my heart my body be light
So that | can speak

What is * reek what is Turkish
Are they two houses exchanging
each other

Are they two lives ¢lled to the brim
Emptying themselves

into sand bags

Yes, | said as though drawing a
beautiful bird

Nearing extinction

| am handing it over to you

So that you can add yet another
colour

A bird hidden for so long in my heart
A YES bird; so close to bursting my
heart open

Take this joy

Attach it to the bird’s wing

As though planting new saplings

In a beautiful forest

| sit, sweating, breathless

So as to send a wave from deep
inside me

Look there, at the abyss of my heart
That thing amongst the eames is
“YES”

Life will fall, like a star

And we will also change

Yes, a palm open to the other

To the different, to the unknown

| passed through the border
amongst

The rumble of thousands of migra-
ting buttereies

| know this day of May will be the
day

Oh wall

Your stones

We will burry

In the foundations of our common
house

The whole universe

Fits into a single word!

Yes: What a joyful word!

To sing the song of heavenly love
Say Yes! To your good neighbours in
exile

Open the doors ajar with your hands
Say yes! Let's come out onto the
doorsteps

Clean out our wounds

Kiss by kiss




EC MEETING IN EINDHOVEN by ska Keller

In April 2005 the newly elected Executive Committee of FYEG met
fort he eret time in Eindhoven, the Netherlande. We stayed at the
beautiful farm of Jooet, whom we want to thank very much for hoet-
ing ue there! The meeting etarted on Thureday afternoon and was
mainly dedicated to team building and get to know each other.

During the three meeting days we set the priorities for this year and we de<ned
them as strengthening the eeisting network and improving the communication

between and with the MO.s; increasing the political work of FYEG and raising / \
our «nancial savings. We talked about the outlines of the organic food campaign .
that is going to take place in autumn
2005 and will include several actions
and seminars. It will be highlighted by
a youth eschange in November and a
European action day.

Jacopo Moccia - EU affaire coordinator

The EC also discussed the ongoing
projects such as the forest week that
is going to take place from 22nd till the
31st of April (www.noforestnofuture.net)
and the Euromed projects which you
can follow at the website. We also . N Y B
esplored ideas for new projects such Arend Hametra - Project Coordinator
as a FYEG winter camp, an activity
around green economics, a seminar for
MQ'’s on leadership skills, a project con-
cerning Roma problems and one about
the future of the European Union.

Furthermore, we decided upon a
number of technical questions, such
as the internal voting procedures and
the nest EC meetings. All EC members
had prepared their working plans for
the coming year. Before the EC mee-
ting, the enancial team consisting of
treasurer, fundraiser and Ofece Coor-
dinator had already had a meeting in
Brussels on which they went through
the enancial situation and aims of
FYEG. Sue, the new MO coordinator
presented her plan of how to involve all
member organisations better in FYEG
and how to improve the <ow of infor-
mation. Eep ect her e-mail or phone call
very soone

2,

i Sl
Ees Xanthou - Fundraiser

il it
Ernest Urtasun - Spokesperson

In the nest time, we will take part
in a meeting of the Youth Forum, in
the Council Meeting of the European
Green Party and the General Assem-
bly of CDN in May and in the Medi-
terranean Social Forum in June. The
neet EC meeting will be at the end
of June. You can always contact any
of the EC members with their e-mail
address: erstname@fyeg.org . All in all,
we had a very successful meeting, new
ideas and a great team, and we are
looking forward to a very active year
2005¢

Ska Keller - Spokesperson Joke van de Putte - Campaign Coordinator
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INTERVIEWS with EC-members present at the EC
meeting in Eindhoven by Dorien Keizer

What was your reaction when you ¢rst heare you hae been electes?
Joke: Great! This will give me the opportunity to study the meeting
rooms in different European countries.

Markus: Relief, and a decision to party.

Sue: Oh shit... Now the hard work starts J .

Which of your characteristics «0 you thin k will be most helpful for your
work in the EC?

Ska: | don't need much sleep and | love traveling, | keep deadlines. |
know the FYEG signs, | have the international virus, and most impor-
tant: I'm GREEN!

Sue: Peace keeper, Hugger + | might be a bit of a Mammy.

Jiri: Long ¢ ngers.

What goals *0 you plan to reach in the near ane further future?

Ernest: For FYEG, get stronger contacts with the social movement and
improve our political role.

Ee: Help our projects with co-enancing, ensure FYEG has enough
money to stay ae oat, make us visible.

Arend: Living together, going to Moldova, Poland, Ukraine, these are
new MO countries, work on the many projects that should be realized.
Go for the winter camp.

What «0 you thin k of the rest of the EC, will you prove a gooe tea m?
Ee: | have a really good feeling for this EC, we have all worked in groups
before and really want to make a difference.

Markus: Yes! We have to...

Joke: Desnitely! | adore all EC members.

What «0 you thin k of this EC meeting in Eineho ven so far?

Arend: 1 think there is a pretty nice balance considering strong person-
alities, women/men, blond & brown hair, left handed etc. We strengthen
each other now and had good team building walking in the rainy Eind-
hoven & sleeping in the disco!

Jiri: ' We should skip lunches and dinners and sleep less to get through
the whole agenda...

Ska: The farm is nice, the stars are shining, people are nice, a year is
lying before us a so everything is quite perfect!

Which of the other EC members are you most likely to fall in love with?
Ernest: | am in love with all of them. Nice people!

Markus: Ska and Ernest, because power is sexy...

Jiri: No comment (my girlfriend reads the Ecosprinter).

What «0 you thin k of Ecosprinter’s interviews?

Ee: J Really good questions, can't wait to read what the others
answered.

Sue: Up front and personal... The way | like it J .

Ska: I'm waiting for years to be interviewed!

What is your motto in life or favourite quotation?

Joke: Life makes completely no sense. As it does so, it is better to do
the senseless things that make sense to you.

Arend: Live before you die.

Jiri: Stay young until the end.

Ee: Carpe Diem (seize the day).

Sue: Give me a hug! J

Markus: Omnia sunt communia.

Ska: If life gives you a lemon, make lemonade out of it.

THE OFFICE COORDINATOR

He might not be part of the
EC, they can boss him arouns
even, but Maarten Coertjens
is there when they meet ane
*0es whate ver he can to make
their work a bit easier ane to
keep the organisation running.

You've been the Ofsce Cooreinator
for about 1,5 years now, *0 yo u still
like it as much as you ei* when you
just startes?

In a different way. Last year was very
stressful, now | feel more relaxed as
most of the urgent problems are out
of the way.

What goals *0 you plan to reach in
the near ane further future?

Near: Have our statutes signed by
the Belgian King (I have been stalk-
ing him for one and a half years).
Further: Have an FYEG ofece that
runs well, with interns, with a bigger
ofece and a statue of me.

What «0 you most like to *0 when
you're not working?

Buy second-hand books, play a very
brutal world. Anything with magnie-
cent long, long computer games in
which | lead legions of sword wield-
ing Romans against barbarians.

Which of the EC members <0 you
think are most likely to fall in love with
each other?

That is for me to know, for the read-
ers to *nd out in nine months.

What <0 you think of Ecosprinter’s
interviews?
If they print a picture of me with it,
bring it on!

ecasprinter ——— 10



The Italian group Giovani Verdi left the FYEG last year, but there are interesting initiatives going
on. We publish both an English translation of a green youth meeting in Naples, as well as
a manifesto inviting people to participate in a mailing list on European green processes, the
Neurogreen-list, based in Italy among the Recombinant-project with it's origins in the globalisa-
tion movement (http://www.rekombinant.org/).

On February 27" 2005, during the “Green Reforms: the
power of yes” programmatic conference held in Naples at the
at the “Varco Angioino” Maritime Station, the Giovani Verdi
began their meeting. Bearing in mind the harsh weather con-
ditions, the presence of GV from all over Italy was massive.

The main topics of the day

- Review of all the completed tasks;
- Discussion and adoption of tempo-
rary regulations;

- Proposals for new national cam-
paigns.

The need for a greater visibil-
ity inside and outside of the
Italian Green Party seemed
clearly evident to all.

Due to all of the tasks
completed by the GV, the
meeting also concentrated
on the GV’s erst national
campaign entitled <Preservi-
amoci” (sLet's preserve our-
selves”), on World AIDS Day,
which resulted highly suc-
cessful. This safe sex cam-
paign was enthusiastically
approved by Alfonso Pec-
oraro Scanio, ltalian Green
Party president, who person-
ally thanked the organizers.

Politics for young people and students

MEETING OF THE GIOVANI VERDI (GV), YOUNG [TALIAN GREENS ((Y1(E))

Projects and structure

The GV also decided on the distri-
bution of various gadgets, such as
condoms of the «Preserviamoci” cam-
paign or disposable alcohol tests to
be given outside clubs.

During the meeting, the need for
a greater cooperation became evi-
dent for the distribution of respon-
sibilities and problem-solving tasks
in a less exclusive and more bal-

anced manner, thus avoiding
counterproductive  stresses
common to those few acti-
vists in GV who had handled
all the workload until then.

The meeting ended later on
the same day, with a great
desire to work towards the
realization of greater struc-
tures and major growth. A
next meeting will be held
during the next Federal Con-
ference of the Italian Green
Party.

Francesca Cannella
translation:
Davide C. Varvaro

THE NEUROGREEN MANIFESTQ The end of the world is not

Catastrophist Intro

an event. It's a process.
Currently unfolding.

- Neurogreen is born out of the conviction

that destruction of the biosphere, devastating inequality and
global civil war are the three dimensions of an epochal crisis
in global society and in its institutions presiding over economic

value, political sovereignty and democratic legitimacy.

After 5 years of global movement, a
new radical identity, both cultural and
political, has yet to emerge. It should
be able to go beyond the appeal and
the symbols of past heretic genera-
tions. Whereas Marxist organizations
inherited from the cold war are basi-
cally a eurolatino thing, political envi-
ronmentalism is fully global, and
just like socialism a century ago, is

able to accommodate both reformists
and revolutionaries in their respective
diversities.

Neurogreens means to be at the
same time euro and not to be euro,
neuromantic and ecopoietic. Neu-
rogreen learns from feminism and
engages in globalism. It is as green
as a chloroplast in a ganja leaf or as

an ecowarrior ready to strike against
an environmental threat.

Aware of living in the cataclysmatic
21st century, neurogreens want to
bring to life an ecoactivist identity
which is to be egalitarian against
social precarity and libertarian against
digital monopoly, and is to feed upon
the experiences and practices of the
Seattle-Genoa-Mumbai movement.
Neurogreens look at and absorb
latest developments in environmen-
tal science, neuroscience, social sci-
ence, media technology, in order to
be able to «ght back resolutely and
effectively against global war and
environmental destruction, both for
our sake and our children and grand-
children’s.
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In the age of genetic cloning and
genomic therapy, neurogreen wants
to be the stem cell of political and
social change in Europe. A stem cell
is not omnipotent, but is totipotent:
the debates and actions triggered by
neurogreens on the net and in the
metropolis will determine what kind
of social tissue we will be able to form
for the bene-t of and within the peace
moeement ¢ ghting for global justice
and ecological salsation.

Anthropocene: When Future Is Fossil

Markets and corporations unbound
hase triggered the crisis of global
society and eneironment: economic
inequality and global warming rein-
force each other. According to zoo-
logists, geologists, climatologists and
oceanographers we haee already
entered Anthropocene, the geologi-
cal era brought into being by man-
made actisities which make the cli-
mate unstable by burning fossil fuels,
and thus endangering the lises of all
species, including ours.

Neurogreen works at the intersec-
tion of ecology of the mental eneiron -
ment and ecoactisist practices in the
metropolis. All information, analyses,
conceptualizations concerning iden-
tity and objectiees of a new social
ensironmentalism ¢ nd fertile ground
on Neurogreen. Neurogreen is an
ungated playground open to discus-
sion and planning of direct action
campaigns opposing the <ows and
needs of transnational, neoliberal
capital in the urban ensironment: the
struggle is to be launched on both the
semiotic and biotic fronts.

Neurogreen actieely defends the
water and air of all, the habitats and
ecosystems of all, the streets and
squares of all, the ether and the
net of all. Neurogreen innoeates lin-
guistic and cultural codes, ¢ghts for
global commons, takes cue from cri-
tical mass and reclaim the streets,
employs subeertising tools, trains
guerrilla gardeners, fosters wind and
solar energy. *o these ends, neuro-
greens practice direct action either
Seattle- or Buenos Aires-style: our
acts of cieil disobedience shall be
eserywhere.

Neuromedia Space

* he net is the message, actisist is

the messenger. Language is the plu-
rality of idioms and jargons from the
e e continents and the se+en seas.
Body is the fusion of senses/tastes
and gender/ethnic identities. Neuro-
green aims at merging futurist lan-
guage, European cosmopolitan iden-
tity (hence Neuropean), ecology of
the social body, and liberation of
the collectiee mind, so to actisate a
project of rebellion and emancipa-
tion.

« he absolute scarcity of the natural
ensironment is contrasted by the ine -
nite abundance, reproducibilty and
sharing of information and know-
ledge. Knowledge progresses if it
remains free and open to the mental
work of all. In the global, informa-
tional economy based on immaterial
labour, the minds of networkers and
of the networked are indentured by
the global elites: emancipation is
then the free exchange of information
and coneict know-how. Neurogreens
intend to sabotage the domination of
the few oeer the many and communi -
cation of the few to the many.

Geopolitical Space

People hase the same right to cir-
culate freely oeer the planet that
information, technology, and oeerall
money enjoy today. ¢ ransnationalism
is the political form of global actisism
in the 21st century: all borders are
our enemies.

War between Sunni fundamentalism
and neoliberal fundamentalism takes
humanity hostage. Cosmodemocracy
is the global political space opposing
both, and neurogreen is the political
strategy enabling European actieists
to defeat both in alliance with Latin-
American and Anglo-American moee -
ments.

Europe is a gerontocracy in precari-
ous balance between New Europe’s
atlanticism and OIld Europe’s soee-
reignism; eurosclerosis is its condi-
tion, technocracy its eocation. Neu-
ropa is then the continent of the
multitude cooperating and struggling
against eurocrats’ market conserea-
tism and nation-states’ authoritaria-
nism. « he neuropean cognitariat is in
coneict against proprietary, pre-digital
elites still prisoners of the cold war
mindset and allied of American impe-
rial projects. ¢ he post-1989 genera-

tion must occupy Europe to make
it a continent of global democracy.
Neurogreens proposes to the Euro-
pean moeement to raise a new *ag:
black as Anarchy, with a circle of
twelee stars like Europe’s, twinkling
with Day-Glo green hues like the
metropolitan Ecologism we are to
unleash. Neurogreen ¢ ghts for a cos-
modemocratic, non-neoliberal and
antigerontocratic Europe. Let's take
back Strasbourg and Brussels!

Closing Call

Insurgent networkers and cognitari-
ans, erst-generation Europeans from
all lands, critical mass bikers, mili-
tant gays and radical lesbians, biody-
namic eegans, losers of chlorophyll
and good lising, retroengineers of
reality, p2peekers of the net, psycho-
tropic libertarians, barefooted econo-
mists, committed thermodynamicists,
atheists and pantheists fairly tolerant
with monotheists, neuropeans of all
sizes and genders are all warmly
in’ited to post on the neurogreen
mailing list.

*0 participate in neurogreen, you
don’t hase either to be green, ¢ote
green, or +ote at all. « he list is public,
unmoderated and open to postings
adding to the spirit and eesh of
this manifesto: a brandnew biopoli-
tics capable of pulling the moeement
out of its current doldrums and out of
reach of backward-looking commu-
nist and socialist illusions.

neurogreen@liste.rekombinant.org
http://liste.rekombinant.org/wws/
subrequest/neurogreen
http://www.rekombinant.org/
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