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Twentyfour pages stuffed with 
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from member organisations, pic-

tures,  an interview and ... an 

ad for the new fyeg t-shirts and 

• ags. 

In the middle of the ecosprinter 

• fteen candidates for a new EC 

introduce themselves. Each of 

them have exceptional • ualities 

and are ready to be our new 

leaders if the General  Assembly  

in Barcelonal elects them. Good 

luck to all of them!

Thanks to all the contributors! 

Also the ones who sent articles 

we haven’t published so far.  Look 

forward to the next edition!

The ecosprinter board thanks the 

“old EC” for their efforts by

which they establishd a larger, 

stronger network of Green youth 

organisations and implemented 

dozens of projects. We look for-

ward to work with the newly 

elected board.

If you want to write or edit, or do 

lay-out for the ecosprinter,  or you 

can draw cartoons, or you have 

a better idea, send an e-mail to 

ecosprinter[at]fyeg.org.

JVE
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50km south from Munich............................... PAGE 17
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Organic (bio, eco) a gri culture is the most sustain-
abl e type of agr iculture that helps to sa ve nature, 
support soil f ertility and to pr ovi de people with the 
most healthy and fresh food. It is of no doubt of wor ld 
wide importance today. W estern Europe was  th e •  rs t 
reg ion that understood it. Or ganic a gri culture is pr ac-
ticed in almost all countries of the w orld, and its 
share of agr icultural land and farms is g row ing . 

farms from western part of Russia    
convert themselves into organic pro-
ducers. Organic farming in Russia is 
only at the beginning. Of• cially there 
are only •,276  organic hectares (it is 
4•  times less then in Ukraine, 4 times 
less then in Belgium but similar to 
Japan) that is only 0.003% of Rus-
sian agricultural area when in Euro-
pean  countries it is 2-3% in average. 
How do other Russian agricultural 
area represent themselves? Actually 
most of Russian farms are similar to 

sian regions families use only their 
own harvest for food. Many people in 
the country are still eating food pro-
duced themselves. This explains why 
it is thought that Russia will not need 
any regulations for organic agricul-
ture for a long time. Meanwhile today 
more and more people from big cities 
who buy products in shops and espe-
cially in markets worry about quality 
of products that are often not wholly 
satisfactory. 

Burocracy
There are a lot of enthusiastic people 
who wish to receive an organic pro-
ducers certi• cation so that they can 

organic farms. About 70% of farms 
have never used chemical pesticides; 
mineral fertilizers are used less then 
8 kg per ha when in Europe it is 320 
kg per ha in average.
 It is very common for Russian people 
to grow their own vegetables, fruits 
and to practice animal husbandry in 
rural areas. Most people who live in 
block houses have “dacha” (country 
house with surrounding land which 
is used as additional house) or just 
farm. People go there from spring till 
autumn to grow their potatoes, toma-
toes, cucumbers, cabbage, apples, 
strawberries, currant, watermelons, 
melons, and grapes. In some Rus-

major markets are Europe and North 
America.

Made in R ussi a
Russia started to export organic pro-
ducts from Europe about 10 years 
ago. To start, it was only mushrooms, 
barriers and nuts from Siberia and 
the Far East that were certi• ed by 
European bodies.   Today more and 
more

sell in Russia and export to Europe. 
Two foreign companies - Demeter 
and IMO (Swiss company) already 
certify Russian organic products in 
order to sell them in Europe. This 
certi• cation is too expensive for most 
Russian farms. A major problem is 
that Russia currently does not have 
of• cial regulations for organic agricul-
ture but they are in process. To solve 
this issue, regulations and norms 

Organic Farming
by Alexandra Mazurova (Moscow State University, Russia)

“Will Russia lead
       the Future 
World Market?”

The total organically managed area is 
more than 24 million hectares world-
wide. In addition, according to various 
certi• cation bodies, the area of  “wild 
harvested plants” is at least a further 
10.7 million hectares. The market for 
organic products is growing and it is 
valued at 23 billion USD (2002). The 
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must be developed for the affordable 
certi• catio• of Russia• farms which 
would also satisfy the requireme•ts 
of foreig• cou•tries. This would allow 
co•ti•ued exports of products while 
providi•g a• affordable local certi•  ca-
tio• rather tha• depe•di•g o• expe•-
sive foreig• certi• catio•s.
     Russia does have several adva•-
tages over her competitors i• the 
orga•ic world market. Most specia-
lists agree that Russia’s clea• soils 
provide great pote•tials for orga•ic 
agriculture. There is •o 2-3 year wait 
for chemical substa•ces to be purged 
from the la•d such as there is i• 

people, eve• farmers , do •o t u•der-
sta•d the requireme•ts of orga•ic 
agriculture or eve• the de•  •i tio•. The 
farmers who do have a clear u•der-
sta•di•g of orga•ic farmi•g are •ot 
sure that they will be able to • •d  
buyers who will pay extra mo•ey for 
orga•ic products.
      I• spite of all problems orga•ic 
agriculture is already developi•g i• 
Russia. A•alysts forecast that about 
1-2 years will be •eeded before sig-
•i• ca•t orga•ic purchases are rea-
lised, begi••i•g i• the larger cities , 
a•d about 3- 5 years will be •eeded i• 
outlyi•g areas. 

more Russia• customers. Two other 
orga•ic shops i• Moscow (Gru•wald ) 
are goi•g to sell partly orga•ic pro-
ducts from Europe a•d partly prod-
ucts (•ot just food) that satisfy orga•ic 
•orms but have •o certi•  catio•s a•d 
are mai•ly homemade.
     Traditio•ally Russia has a solid 
academic backgrou•d of agriculture. 
Now more a•d more researches are 
devoted to orga•ic agriculture a•d 
especially orga•ic methods to 
i•crease soil fertility. At the e•d of     
October 2003 the • rst i•ter•atio•al 
co•fere•ce “Ecological agriculture: 
foreig• experie•ce a•d •ew tre•ds 

Organic Food Stores
At prese•t Russia•s ca• buy few 
certi• ed orga•ic products (that were 
imported from Europe) i• so me big 
•etworks of supermarkets i• Moscow . 
I• spri•g 2 004 the • rst orga•ic  shop 
“Ora•ge Pumpki• ” was ope•ed i • 
the capital of Russia. Most of all its 
orga•ic products are imported from 
Wester• Europe (the Netherla•ds , 
Fra•ce , Germa•y etc. ). Prices are 
at least 3 times higher the• for tra-
ditio•al food. At the begi••i•g most 
customers were foreig•ers that cur-
re•tly live i• Russia but adapted to 
eat orga•ic food i• their •ative cou•-
tries but curre•tly there are more a•d 

Wester• Europe. 
A•other adva•-
tage is cheap 
labor. I• some 
regio•s people are 
ready to work o• 
farms for just 1.5 
Euro per day. 
Large areas of 
arable la•ds pro-
vide local resi-
de•ts with food as 
well as the expor-
tatio• of sig•i•  ca•t 
qua•tities of re-
leva•t products to 
foreig• cou•tries. 
Yet a•other adva•-
tage is that Russia produces some 
products which Europe does •ot grow 
or grows i• little amou•t , such as 
buckwheat, millet, black curre•t , wild 
growi•g cultures.
    O•e ma jor s•ag of the deve-
lopme•t of orga•ic agriculture is a 
lack of i•vestme•ts. Although most 
of Russia• crops are clea• from a•y 
chemical substa•ces it is •ot e•ough 
to sell them as orga•ic. Most farms do 
•ot have esse•tial depot for orga•ic 
fertilizers a•d •ecessary agricultural 
equipme•t. I•vestors are •eeded to 
purchase this equipme•t a•d receive 
certi• catio•s. 
     The seco•d problem is that ma•y 

for Russia” was 
held i• 
Moscow. Par-
ticipa•t s from 
Russia a•d fo-
reig• cou•tr ies 
marked that 
i•terest  of Rus-
sia• people to 
orga•ic agri-
culture is get-
ti•g bigger.  This 
i•terest  was 
co•• rmed by 
buyers` wishes 
to purchase 
high quality 
products.

     Russia• agriculture had a lot 
of eco•omic problems last years. 
Because of the lack of • •a •ci•g , 
most farmers did •ot use a•y chemi-
cal pesticides for ma•y years. Today 
we have  the u•ique opportu•ity to 
tra•sfer these problems i•to adva•-
tages a•d to start developi•g orga•ic 
agriculture o• these la•ds. I•terest 
i• orga•ic food has started growi•g. 
This ca• be co••  rmed by i•crease 
of co•sumers’ wishes to buy •atural 
high quality products. With proper 
i•vestme•t a•d educatio• Russia 
could immerge as a world leader i• 
productio• , usage, a• d exportatio• of 
orga•ic products.
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The Netherlands
as viewed by an outsider on the inside.  By Chris Williams  

“A Dutchman is a lusty, fat, two-legged cheeseworm”.  Not my words but those of a 17th 
Century English lea•  et •u blished about the Dutch.  There must have been much talk about 
and writing about the Dutch given the relatively large amount of •hrases in the English lan-
guage that incor•orate the word “Dutch”: Dutch gold, fake gold: an alloy of co••er and zinc. 
Dutch courage, gained from drinking alcohol. Dutch uncle, someone giving advice that is not 
welcomed. Dutch auction, where the •rice is reduced until a buyer is found. T o go Dutch, to 
•ay for, e.g. what you •ersonally eat when going out for a meal and “If that’ s true then I’m a 
Dutchman”, a •hrase to show how much you don’t believe something.
I won’t discuss how these phrases suggest rather ne-
gative things about the Netherlands - that is obvious 
enough.  They are not representative of modern stere-
otypes anyway.  Nowadays, the Dutch have a stronger 
stereotype than almost all countries: apart from cheese 
and tulips, some might imagine the average Dutchman 
being a crazy gay man high on cocaine and a lot 
of Heineken, dancing so ferociously that he is almost 
punching the lights out of his favourite Amsterdam night 
club.  The rest of the time this man would be • at on his 
back high on some high •uality marijuana.  OK, maybe 
I have slightly exaggerated here (and enjoyed it!) but it 
has got you reading.  Just for the record, according to 
the EU, cannabis use (joint with Spain) and cocaine use 
are higher in the UK than anywhere else in European 
Union.
 I am a British student from Oxford University 
and also the International Of• cer for •ou ng Greens, 
England and Wales.  I was an exchange student at the 
University of Groningen in the north of the Netherlands 
from September until December 2004.  I went with an 
open mind about the country despite reading two short 
books about the Netherlands before leaving the UK.  
On arrival and on observation for about two weeks, 
I thought I had discovered almost entirely what the 
Dutch culture was all about but in actual fact, the follow-
ing months showed me that the Dutch culture is incre-
dibly complicated and in a way, weird.  I will write here 
about my own observations of Dutch culture - outsiders 
always have some different perspectives.
 I don’t think a day passed without me noticing 
something bizarre or in• nitely interesting about Dutch 
culture.  What is it with people not closing their curtains 
in the evening so that everyone can see in?  I could list 
endless examples of observations such as this but as 
a Briton, I think I noticed certain things that some other 
international students did not.  To start with, to me, the 
Dutch are incredibly laid back and relaxed and highly 
ef• cient at the same time.  They seem to always get 
things done and are reliable but without any stress, 
panic  or  extra  effort.   This  lifestyle  really  was  
good medicine for me as I am the kind of person who          
tries  to  • t  as  much  into a day as  possible  and          
normally failing.  The much slower lifestyle was actu-

ally something of a culture shock for me!  At the same 
time, an Ira•i refugee now settled in the Netherlands 
who taught me Dutch, was always saying how busy 
everyone is in the  Netherlands: “busy, busy, busy” she 
would say.  Thank   goodness she didn’t seek asylum 
in the UK then! Of  e•ual importance, I was hit by 
a “shit happens” attitude in the Netherlands.  People 
worry less, there are fewer so-called crises in day-to-
day life.  My organisational skills and desire to waste 
not a single second meant that I encountered many 
of mini-crises in the UK but in the Netherlands, I had 
to learn to calm down and chill out.  There is certainly 
something good to be said about the “het kon minder” 
(it could be worse) attitude of Groningers!
 More than anything else, I was fascinated by 
the so-called notion of Dutch tolerance.  Are Dutch 
people tolerant as pretty much everyone in the world 
thinks or are they intolerant, which is the view of most 
members of the Dutch Green-Left party, GroenLinks 
and its youth organisation, DWARS?  Even my Ira•i 
teacher, once a bene• ciary of Dutch tolerance, told me 
that the Dutch were too tolerant and needed to clamp 
down on drug dealers, prisoners complaining about 
too many fatty foods in their diet and so on.  It’s no 
coincidence that the Netherlands has one of the most 
lenient penal systems for drug traf• ckers and the 
high concentration of such people in the country!  It’s 
a British Customs Of• cer’s dream to be able to moni-

tor the passengers of a • ight 
or ferry from the Netherlands 
because it is almost guar-
anteed to help them meet 
their weekly target of arrests!  
I was consistently trying to 
decipher how (in)tolerant the 
Dutch actually were.  At • rst, 
I totally disagreed with those 
who told me that Dutch people 
are intolerant, although it was 
obvious that the Dutch Prime 
Minister, Harry Potter or what-
ever else you like to call Mr 
Balkenende, and his friends 
were real idiots and seemed 

- Theo Van Gogh - 
“Allah knows better”

Provocation
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to be breaking down excellent Dutch values one by 
one.  Then came the assassination of Theo van Gogh, 
a radical outspoken Dutch • lm maker.  • was really 
stunned - what kind of country was • in?  • felt so very 
safe in the Netherlands - it seemed like such a peace-
ful country and so how can something so wicked take 
place?  Famous people just don’t get murdered.  • had 
obviously heard of the murder of Pim Fortuyn, the pop-
ular leader of an anti-immigration party, but how could 
this happen again?  There hasn’t been a murder of a 
politician or anyone famous in the UK in modern times 
as far as • know (although the •RA did their best in the 
1980’s by bombing the Conservative party confe-

ably something to do with the phrase “Dutch comfort”!  
The second reason is that the Dutch are so civilised.  
•n this sense, they might not actually like people smo-
king cannabis (hence it being illegal) but they are sen-
sible enough to know that the only way to deal with it 
sensibly is to control the problem rather than push 
the problem into the hands of criminals.  •n brief, 
despite saying tolerance is not all that it is sometimes 
made out to be, the Dutch attitude is still largely posi-
tive because of how civilised the Dutch are: the “mee-
ting culture” and the understanding that pragmatism is 
needed to deal with problems are the main reasons for 
this. 

rence), yet • am sure it is a more 
violent country than the Nether-
lands.  What is going on?  •s this 
the symptom of too much toler-
ance?  • wonder if people feel 
that they are so free that they 
have to take matters in their 
own hands.  • always thought 
the Dutch way of objection was 
by discussion and debate - vio-
lence was verbal and took part 
in TV studios across the table 
rather than in a normal Amster-
dam street.  • couldn’t quite 
understand it.  Of course, it 
helped me learn about the tol-
erance issue much more as 
it re-entered the media once 
again.  •t was also debated 
among international students 
because they, like me, were 
rather stunned that someone 
could be killed for speaking 
about what they believed in, 
just as most Dutch people were 
shocked.  
 My conclusion was that Dutch tolerance is not 
quite as impressive as • once thought it to be.  • 
think that • thought Dutch tolerance was because of 
some kind, caring deep beliefs held by people.  Unfor-
tunately, it seems that this isn’t as widespread as • 
thought but possibly more so than most other Euro-
pean countries, the UK included but • believe tolerance 
really is a characteristic trait of the Netherlands for two 
reasons.  The • rst is that people can be quite indiffe-
rent about so many things so people sometimes simply 
do not care if, for example, someone is walking past 
with a spliff.  Some Dutch people might think that it is 
their right to do so but many others just don’t actually 
care. •t doesn’t affect their lives does it?  This is prob-

Perhaps one of the most 
depressing things about the 
Netherlands is the fact that it 
seems to be changing for the 
worse.  •n my opinion, it seems 
to be one of the best places to 
live in the world, which is backed 
up by many reports into quality 
of life around the globe.  Since 
the election of Balkenende, good 
quality public institutions being 
degraded or sold off and so-
called economic problems have 
been associated with the emer-
gence of more radical and sel-
• s h opinions and falling tolerance 
towards immigrants in partic-
ular.  Perhaps the instability 
of the once rock solid stable 
Dutch economy has damaged 
the psyche in such a way that 
con• dence in society and col-
lectivism have been exchanged 
for individualism and sel• shness.  
This is more of a hypothesis than 
an observation since this hap-

pens over years, not 3 or 4 months but this is the impres-
sion • get from speaking to many Dutch people.  Whether 
it is true or not, • am pleased to see that DWARS and 
GroenLinks are promoting very positive values including 
those that the Dutch are well known for.  • believe that 
the Netherlands has far too much to lose: openness, care 
for others, social liberalism and tolerance are values 
that must be retained. • noticed these values in the Neth-
erlands because as an outsider, • didn’t take them for 
granted. • hope my Green counterparts in DWARS and 
GroenLinks will do their utmost to keep the Netherlands 
the egalitarian, open-minded, outward-looking, caring 
and tolerant country it always has been in our 
lifetimes.           international[at]younggreens.org.uk 

- Typical Dutch Windmill -
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The FYEG is facing many important issues to discuss at the upcoming 

General Assemby, but there is one that lingers on our mind especially.  

The GA will decide whether or not to pursue a common campaign for the 

new “Treaty for a European Constitution”. Campaigning is one of FYEG’s 

most important tasks and we do not oppose the idea of FYEG campaigns. 

We do, however, have a problem with the FYEG giving thumbs up to this 

treaty as this goes against one of the most fundamental parts of our poli-

tics in Sweden. 

The Young Greens of Sweden is FYEG’s second largest member, and 

if FYEG choose to pursue this campaign under the • ag of all FYEG we 

will probably have to leave the organisation or, at least, apply for obser-

vatory membership. This, we believe, could lead to the undermining of 

FYEG’s legitimacy and would most certainly be a setback for international 

cooperation of Greens. Among the Greens of Sweden, as in the whole of 

Sweden, there’s a large scepticism towards E•, therefore it’ s important 

that we at the GA this March do not vote for having a common campaign 

about the E• treaty. 

It would mean great dif• culties for the Green Youth of Sweden to •ustify its 

participation in FYEG. We do not wish to hinder those who’d like to have 

this campaign. But to have it in the name of all of FYEG, and hence in the 

name of Young Greens of Sweden, is not acceptable for us. FYEG can 

help coordinate and prepare the campaign, while not taking active part. It 

was in this manner the campaign for the European elections took place, 

and that type of federative cooperation is what we,  Swedes, would like to 

see more of in the future. 

We want to see a FYEG that is an organisation to count on both politi-

cally and organisationally. There’s a need for a FYEG working for all the 

Greens, where we take responsibility to support the advance of the greens 

in for example Turkey and •kraine, the same way as in Sweden and Ger-

many.

We’d like to encourage all Green delegates attending the GA the 10th 

through 13th of March to vote NO to the proposal for a common cam-

paign.

The Green Youth Sweden and FYEG need each other, so don’t let this 

issue be decisive for our membership.

We are looking forward to seeing you in Barcelona, the beautiful city in 

lovely Catalonia.

Tomas Melin

Zaida Catalán

Cecilia Engström

Mariana Moreira Duarte

A Swedish perspective
       on the treaty for a European Constitution  

Thanks to Grön •ngdom for the 
initiative to start real political dis-
cussion before the GA. It is good 
that they bring out their opinion 
already now since it orientates de-
legates to think of their positions 
already before the GA.

Anyhow, you mention in your letter 
that there’s is an idea to “decide
whether to pursue a common cam-
paign for the new treaty or not” 
in the GA. So far, there has not 
been any discussion in the FYEG 
to set up a common Yes cam-
paign, or not even about taking 
part into other campaigns which 
are for adopting the Constitutional 
treaty.

In the working group meeting 
on the Constitutional treaty in 
December participants discussed 
the FYEG position towards the con-
stitution. Many of FYEG member 
organisations prefer having a 
common position. That would 
enable FYEG representatives to 
take part into panel discussions, 
debates - and even campaigns - 
and clearly express FYEG’s posi-
tion concerning the Constitutional 
treaty. This was seen by many 
member organisation representa-
tives as an important change for 
enhancing the role of FYEG in the 
European political space. Anyhow, 
not even then was there any pro-
posal for the common campaign, 
for or against, the Constitutional 
treaty.

Simo Salmela

Spokesperson
FYEG

Current fyeg position
on the same treaty
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Millenium Development Goals
Poem and article by Najiba Abdellaoui

Creating new truths, sleeping with our eyes open
Privileged people, thinking we are the chosen

Buying feelings, consuming happiness
Stuf• ng voids, thinking we can•t do with less

Fearful eyes feeding terrorism
Hollow phrases putting shades on socialism

Criticising the system, the system that•s us
With the power to elicit sandstorms, we produce dust

Robbing our children, harming the ones of others
Only able to appreciate our roof when we live near the gutter

Fighting the symptoms, not curing the disease
Not questioning the system, being our own enemies

In the game of the world nobody is a winner
When values disappear, there are no sinners

Romanticising poverty, drawing roses on tears
Patronising our shadow while the sun disappears

Planting guilty leftovers, harvesting relief
While the majority is doing time, the thief is elected chief

When hate and love • ght, the one you feed rules
‘If poverty is for the lazy, then peace is for fools•

Dream-walking in circles, sleeping with open eyes
Believing attractive news; real-life lies

Staying out of harm•s way, insuring every catastrophe
In a world with silky bars only the conscious are free

And then there are the youth
Ambitious, idealistic, slightly naïve youth

Placing themselves in the other•s shoes
Conscious people starting a silent revolution

Spreading MDG philosophy, • ghting mass-exclusion
Implementing projects, raising awareness

Erasing superiority feelings, promoting fairness
Giving the MDGs a cool makeover using neo-liberal tools

While criticising the system and bending the rules
Planting roses on productive grounds

Like minded people stitching ancient wounds
Well aware of the fact that

We will never be the future if we don•t change the present
In the valley of despair, awareness is a weapon

Not able to affect the future without knowing the past
In the fortress of patience only perseverance last

Disillusion and hope, the ingredients for this poem, were 
the result of a week long study session on the Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs) in Strasbourg that 
I, an active member of the Moroccan network organi-
sation Towards A New Start (TANS, the Netherlands), 
attended together with other European youth. 
 The MDGs summarise the development goals 
agreed upon at international conferences and world 
summits during the 1990s. These goals, that have to be 
achieved by 2015 are: Eradication of extreme poverty 
and hunger,  achievement 
of universal primary educa-
tion, promotion of gender 
equality and empowerment 
of women, reduction of child 
mortality, improvement of 
maternal health, combat 
of HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
other serious diseases, 
ensuring of environmental 
sustainability and develop-
ment of a global partnership 
for development. Despite 
these well- de• ned goals 
(the eight goals consist of 
1•  targets and 40 indica-
tors), the world has not 
moved much further since 
the 1990s. The reality is 
that without concerted and 
intensi• ed efforts, few of 
the MDGs will be met by 
2015.  Hence, the need 
for a study session that 
addressed both the MDGs 
and the youth.
 During serious dis-
cussions and funny acti-
vities we, twenty-seven 
young people from 19 dif-
ferent countries, connected 
not only because we got to 
know each other but also 
because we shared the wil-
lingness to make the world 
a better place for all. How-
ever, we soon realized that 
even we, with our ideas and 
ideals are part of a system 
that cannot be changed 
easily. Consumerism, neo-
liberalism, globalism and 
lots of other -isms are what the world is made of these 
days. And as long as nobody has the mind to come 
up with a better system, one that’s based on equality, 
empathy, worldwide prosperity and lots of other -ys, we 
will be stuck with this murderous system. 
 We realized that Mother Theresa and Ché Gue-
vara complexes don’t survive very long in the face of 
everyday reality. A reality where people change the 
channel or switch off the television because they don’t 
want the images of dying children spoiling their nice 

evening. Where people are annoyed when they 
come across beggars on their holiday shopping spree. 
These aspects and the Western thought that we are really
entitled to everything we have (so why would we share?)     
makes the MDGs even harder to accomplish than they al-   
ready are. Of course, all this is stated very black and white. 
However, it is ineligible that a lot of people are not con-
cerned with the issues that the world as a whole faces and 
that the MDGs address. 
So we asked ourselves what we could do within our own 

organisations to initiate a 
positive change? After a 
couple of discussions we 
came up with the idea to 
create a Cool MDG web-
site including an inspiration 
bank where we could share 
all our concrete ideas on 
how to raise MDG aware-
ness among the youth and 
on how we could mobilise 
them to spread the word 
and become active. It is 
at this moment uncertain 
when this website will be 
launched. However, we 
already started to promote 
the MDGs in our own net-
works, communities and 
countries. My organisation, 
for instance, is not only 
launching a magazine this 
March that includes a 
couple of articles that are 
devoted to the MDGs but is 
also organising a few activi-
ties that relate to the MDGs. 
Furthermore, a participant 
from Finland is going to 
give an MDG training to 
NGO members from diffe-
rent countries on how to 
make small children aware 
of the MDGs.  And there is 
a lot more going on.
 Still, raising aware-
ness is not enough. We 
need to take action and 
in• uence governments and 
make them really pay the 
0.•%  of BNP a year that 
every developed country 

needs to contribute in order to reach the MDGs. This is the 
reason why we are starting a lobby, together with several 
youth councils. 
 Our willingness, backed by our positivism and 
hope, to make the MDGs work is great and we came up 
with lots of plans and ideas. The most important thing at 
the end of the day is that we truly believe that we can over-
come the defects and consequential disillusions of today’s 
system in order to reach the MDGs tomorrow.
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTH-EAST EUROP
P R O B L E M S  A N D  S O LU T I O N S

                                                                  By Rrahmon Salihu

From the 21st to the 25th of January 2005, a seminar took place in 
Skopje, Macedonia, more exactly in Hotel ªVodnoº, 7 km from the 
centre. The seminar with the topic ªHuman Rights in South-East 
Europe - Problems and Solutionsº was organised by the ªEuro-
pean House - Skopjeº in partnership with NGOs from 5 other 
countr ies of South-East Europe: Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Kosova and Serbia & Montenegro .  I was the leader of 
the Kosova Team in this seminar, represented by four students of 
the Law Faculty of the Universit y of Prishti na, who are also mem-
bers of the Law Students Association, that was the partner from 
Kosova in this seminar.
The journey from Prishtina to 
Skopje was not that easy, even 
though it’s only 2 and a half hours 
travelling by bus. First, when we 
arrived at the bus station in Prish-
tina we saw the bus leaving to 
Skopje, and we couldn’t catch it 
on time, we took the bus to Ferizaj 
in order to catch the bus to Skopje 
in next station, but once again, we 
just achieved to see the bus lea-

ving from the station. Then we 
tried a taxi, to catch the bus, but 
we weren’t lucky in choosing. The 
taxi driver was not a good one and 
his car was not fast enough to catch 
the bus, so we gave up. We told 
him to stop in a village, and then 
we waited for more than an hour 
for the next bus to Skopje. 
 The seminar was designed 
to determine common problems of 
human rights and freedoms that 
youngsters of these six countries 
face in day to day life, and to try to 

• nd solutions by acting together in 
order to improve the current situa-
tion.
 •t was nice to meet some 
friends again who we had met in a 
previous seminar organised by the 
“European House - Skopje”  last 
year in Ohrid, and it was nice to 
meet new friends too. Each team 
had to do a research in its own 
country and on this basis prepare 

a report about human rights and 
freedoms in its country. During the 
seminar each team had to give a 
presentation of the report. Then 
in working groups we tried to 
de• ne common problems in order 
to create a platform for future 
projects and actions which was one 
of the aims of the seminar, and the 
most important point of this se-
minar was the agreement for esta-
blishing the Youth Action Network, 
which is an informal network of 
NGOs that participated in this se-

minar. The agreement was signed 
on the 24th of January 2005, and 
the platform is still under construc-
tion. The outcomes of the seminar 
will be published soon in a hand-
book, and it will be distributed 
to national authorities and NGOs 
which deal with human rights and 
freedoms in these six countries: 
Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Macedonia, Kosova and 

Serbia & Montenegro. 

Even though we had days • lled 
with activities, we achieved to 
arrange time for having fun. During 
the nights we went to some nice 
pubs and clubs in city of Skopje 
and enjoyed listening to live music 
of local bands. Unfortunately, the 
time to stay there was limited, 
because taxi’s that drove us to hotel 
didn’t work after midnight, so we 
had to continue our parties at the 
hotel.
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In a couple of weeks time, t he F.Y.E.G. Gen-

eral Assembly (GA) will elect a new Exe-

cutive Committee (EC). Unlik e last y ear in 

Oxford, when there were as man y candi -

dates as positions, this y ear’ s r ace promises 

to be competitiv e and •  lle d with suspense. 

•e hav e receiv ed sixteen applicatio ns of 

ambitious and competent people, who are 

willing  to dedicate a lot of their time on 

running our organisation during the next 

yea r.

Unfortunately some candidates did not 

send an introduction for publication in the 

Ecosprinter , which results in a gender imbal-

ance in the following presentat ions. How -

Dear Friends,

Hereby I wish to run for the EU Affairs 
Co-ordinator position within the Exec-
utive Committee.

My motivations are, two-fold: • rstly, as 
you •now, écolo j is a new green youth 
movement and, I am convinced that 
it is necessary for it to interact fully 
with the other, perhaps more experi-
enced, young greens from the outset. 
As a member of the EC I would pay 
a particular attention to feed-bac• and 
stimulate écolo j and its members to 
actively participate in FYEG activities.

Secondly, as a convinced European 
and a militant, I believe that young 
greens have to fully occupy the Euro-
pean political space. Contributing to 
reach this goal within FYEG’s EC 
would be a real stimulus for me. 

I chose to run for the EU affairs co-
ordinator position as it corresponds 
the most to my pro• le and interests. 
I am versed in EU affairs which have 
always been a part of the wor• I have 
carried out both as a militant and in 

my jobs. Speci• cally, I wor•ed for over 
a year in the general secretariat of 
the Green/EFA group and, later, as 
an assistant to a Belgian MEP. This 
also led me to liaise between both 
the group and the EFGP and ECOLO, 
the Belgian green party. For the latter 

I wor•ed on many joint projects with 
the Group and the EFGP such as the 
Green summit in 2000 and the EFGP 
council meeting in November 2002.    

Furthermore, the positions I have held 
have allowed me to gain considerable 
experience in researching and analy-
sing European policy in various areas 
(youth, agriculture, service directive, 
cotton exports, …). 

Finally, as both an active green mili-
tant and through my jobs I have orga-
nised a number of political activities 
such as conferences, rallies, press 
conferences, … from the local to the 
European level.  

I am English mother tongue, stress 
resistant and a team player. Further-
more I am familiar with the European 
institutions and I have some experi-
ence in wor•ing with the Green Group 
and the European Green Party. 
I have sat on several committees such 
as the EC at various levels, I now wish 
to attempt the European challenge!
 
Jacopo Moccia

Name: Jacopo Moccia
From: Belgium
Organisation: •colo €
Age: 27
Email: 
€moccia[at]ibelgique.com

Desired position: 
EU affairs coordinator

ever , considering all candidates, a 7 fe males vs. 9 ma les r atio, is acceptable.  There is also a 

reasonable geographical spread with people from 14  di fferent countries. Three candidates are from 

Central and Eastern Europe as well as three from the Mediterr anean area. The a ver age age is 24  

yea rs old.

Electionsf the Executi ve  Comm ittee
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Hi FYEG-folks!
This young lady wishes to make her-
self known! For I’m plotting quite a 
nifty campaign at this very moment, 
intended to make this world a more 
healthy place.

It all started in October, when the cur-
rent EC asked me to join their vibrant 
team, in order to replace Tim. After 
fainting a couple of times, dazzled by 
the sheer honour of being asked for 
such a wonderful task, I said yes. I 
was appointed as campaign co-ordi-
nator. It was a spot of good luck to 
have Ska Keller as a predecessor, 
since she had already done a great 
deal of the work that had to be done. 
The campaign that I took over, was 
the Organic Food Campaign. 

The idea behind it is to in• uence 
the European policy on the matter, 
promoting biological, environment-
friendly farming. Especially the new 
Eastern European member coun-
tries, who still rely heavily on biolo-
gical farming, should be encouraged 
to conserve these methods. On the 
other hand we wish to raise aware-

ness among -  mainly youthful - con-
sumers, to use biological products 
instead of food that was industrially 
farmed. 
To make this campaign rumble, I’ve 
already set up the initial contacts nec-
essary to form a campaign team, and 

I’ve been busy searching for funds 
and ways to organise exchanges. 
I presented the campaign, both at 
the Green Council Meeting in Dublin, 
and at the Green Group in the Euro-
pean Parliament. In April this year I 
want to start working with the cam-
paign team, creating the necessary 
publications, setting up a website 
and preparing seminars where we 
can discuss the campaign topic(s). 
The campaign’s climax should be an 
Action Day held at the same moment 
by MO’s all over Europe, to stress 
the international importance of the 
topic.

I believe it is best for the campaign 
that I can keep working on these 
plans, as to ensure the continuity and 
coherence of the campaign. I believe 
that I posses the necessary enthu-
siasm and green conviction to suc-
cessfully lead this campaign. I also 
wish to contribute in my own way 
to the wonderful organisation that 
FYEG is.

Yours truly,
Joke Van de Putte

Name: Joke van de Putte
From: Belgium
Organisation: Jong Groen!
Age: 24
Email: joke[at]fyeg.org

Desired position: 
Campaigns coordinator 

Let me be wise

I was looking for a wise and tra-
ditional Czech proverb to demon-
strate how clever I am and how 
clever my nation is. Unluckily the 
first two proverbs that came across 
my mind discouraged me from such 
an idea. You would perhaps agree 
that proverbs like “Do not choose 
your wife at a dance, but in the 
field among the harvesters” or “It is 
not the thief who was hanged, but 
the one who was caught stealing” 
cannot be really used in my appli-
cation for the position of a treasurer 
of the FYEG. : -)

Must a treas ur er wear  a tie ?

Being a treasurer is in fact not so 
funny. Such a function does not 
allow you to be too creative. A treas-
urer must be absolutely precise. 
In my opinion, the future structure 
of FYEG’s expenditures should be 
based on experience gained during 
the last years and should also cor-
respond to the strategy that would 

be set up by the GA. I personally 
prefer devoting more money to con-
crete projects and concrete cam-
paigns. 
For my vo ters:  A well prepared 
cash-flow balance should avoid 

delays in reimbursements or liabil-
ities is also of an utmost impor-
tance.

I do n’ t w ant t o be b ur ied u nd er a 
pil e of papers!

Of course, I would like to be an 
active member of the EC and I 
would like to be involved in its activ-
ities. Let me point out three mea-
sures that I find important:
· to improve communication (EC- 
MOs)
· to broaden up the scope of FYEG’s 
activities
· to involve more people in these 
activities
Improving communication may 
sound like a cliché; and in fact it 
is a cliché; nevertheless it is still 
extremely important. Especially in 
such a big (and ever growing) inter-
national organization as FYEG cer-
tainly is. There are always problems 
in communication that can be tack-
led. 

Jirí Jerá bek

Name: Jiri Jerabek
Organisation: Young 
Greens Czech republic
Age: 25
Email: 
jiri.jera bek[at]centrum.c z

Desired position: 
Treasurer
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Hello people!

My name is E•  •anthou. I am a 

24-year-old Cypriot but was born 

and raised in Australia. I have been 

involved with the Young Ecologists 

since I was 19 years old but had been 

a very active teenager before entering 

the party. I have a bachelor degree 

in political sciences and have worked 

as a researcher for my department at 

the university. I am an amateur musi-

cian and photographer, but a full time 

green! 

Through my activities in our organi-

sation and other NGO’s, I believe I 

have gained knowledge that could be 

of help to the new EC of FYEG, espe-

cially in the position of EU affairs 

coordinator. I headed the press of• ce 

of the Cyprus Youth Council for the 

last two years, and through that posi-

tion have gained knowledge con-

cerning youth affairs at a European 

level, especially through the reports 

of the EYF (European Youth Forum), 

of which the Cyprus Youth Council 

and FYEG are members. I have also 

been a member of our party’s foreign 

affairs committee, thus receiving regu-

lar updates on the EGP’s work, and 

of my country’s foreign affairs. The 

various activities that my organisation 

and the Cyprus Youth Council have 

undertaken has offered me the chance 

to utilise the European Commission’s 

“Youth” program  activities, so hope-

fully with the support of the EC and 

Martin and Elena we will be able to 

utilise this project for our activities with 

no extra cost to our organisation. 

I have just undertaken a new position 

as of• ce coordinator for the Cyprus 

Greens. I consider this a bene• t, since 

that will give me enough • exibility to 

offer FYEG my full attention. 

I wish all the candidates the best of 

chances and hope to see all of you 

in • arcelona. The aim is to have a 

smoothly functioning EC. 

Cheers!        E•  •anthou

Name: E®  Xanthou
Organisation: Youth of 
Cyprus Greens
Age: 24
Email: 
xe® [at]cyprusgreens.org

Desired Position:
EU affairs coordinator

I am standing again for a second 
term on the EC. I will go for the 
position of Spokesperson.

As the Communication officer, I feel 
that during the last year my skills 
were best used in making contacts 
and helping people network. In the 
last year I have traveled much to 
see Young Greens in action and 
help support our growing move-
ments. However, I now have those 
contacts and should productively 
use the relationship I have with 
them. If elected I will try to help 
these networks strengthen by rep-
resenting them through the platform 
FYEG gives to others.

My vision of FYEG is still that of a 
more inclusive network that can rep-
resent the various shades of Green 
Youth thought and action through-
out Europe and beyond. I see a 
more political role as Spokesper-
son. For me that means empowe-
ring our MOs to be represented at a 

European level and making sure our 
radical political platform is brought 
to the attention of as many people 
as possible. I also see us reaching 
out to friends (organisations or indi-
viduals) we do not know so well, in 

order to develop common agendas 
and capabilities.

These friends are of course the 
European Green Party, but also 
NGOs like YEE, EYFA, EFA Youth, 
and perhaps more controversially 
those in other political parties that 
have sympathies with our views. 
We must talk with them. • y clearly 
putting our views across we can 
develop common ground against 
evils such as • ush, Global Warm-
ing and Nuclear Power. We cannot 
stay in the Green ghetto. In praxis 
you would see many press state-
ments and articles written with me 
as Spokesperson. I would also like 
to develop the idea of a Council of 
MO delegates, to give the opportu-
nity for our members to participate 
with the EC in making the best deci-
sions

If you have any more questions 
please ask and I will answer as 
soon as I can.

Name: Markus Petz
Organisation: Young 
Greens England and Wales
Age: 30
Email: 
markus[at]fyeg.org

Desired Position:
Male spokesperson
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Markus Drake is a 28-year-old 

green activist from Finland, with 

a history of conscientious objec-

tion (six months in prison), media 

and journalism studies (too many 

years at university) and a com-

mitment to change (life).

Active in the mobilising phase of 

the globalisation movement, he 

is experienced with transporting 

and co-ordinating people’s move-

ment across borders under pres-

sure, as well as sleeping through 

pointless mass meetings with 

way too many people and way 

too little content. 

His green involvement (in addi-

tion to the odd vote) began in 

2001, and he has served one-

and-a-half terms as chairperson 

of the Finnish green youth, as 

well as one term on the board.

His work experience includes 

free-lance work for various maga-

zines since the year -95, and the 

editorship of the Green Pepper 

magazine in 1999-2000, being 

one of the founders of Indymedia 

Finland and other stuff as well.

He would be very happy to be a 

part of the E.C. of FYEG as he 

loves abbreviations.

Name: Markus Drake
Organisation: Finnish 
Green Youth
Age: 28
Email:drake[at]cc.helsi nki.® 

Desired position: 
Communication of® cer (?)

I, Aude, have been a delegate for 
Chiche ! eco-alternative youth at the 
federative councils (old name of Gen-
eral Assembly) of Stockholm 1999 and 
Barcelona 2000, as well as a commu-
nication of• cer from September 2000 
to • anuary 2002. I resigned for rea-
sons that I always wanted to remain 
political, being a strong promotor of 
a non-hierarchical EC and of gender 
equality (this was after a period in 
which the EC was 75% male, now 
the involvement of girls in FYEG has 
grown a lot and it’s not such an impor-
tant issue). 

On behalf of the FYEG I coordinated 
the study session “Gender trouble?” in 
Strasbourg EYC in November 2002. 
In Chiche ! eco-alternative youth I 
have been involved since 1999, as an 
international secretary and as a com-
munication secretary. This organisa-
tion has agreed in September 2004 
on supporting me for entering FYEG 
board. 

I live in Bordeaux, France, I have 
just • nished my studies and am loo-

king for my • rst job, I like exotic food 
(with local products) and travelling (by 
bus).

Due to my position in the EC I had the 
great chance to get to know many of 
FYEG member organisations and to 
have a good overview of our federa-

tion, in its political and cultural diver-
sity. I feel very motivated to be a 
link between FYEG and its MOs 
and to be in charge of the political 
organisation of the general assembly. 
I also have a speci• c project that 
regards FYEG grassroots level. Visi-
iting member organisations all over 
Europe I got the idea that FYEG is not 
only a federation of national organisa-
tions, but as well a network of local 
groups. 

I think MO coordinator is the best posi-
tion to promote exchanges between 
local groups and between the federa-
tion and its local groups.  To reach 
this aim, I will try to build a database 
of these groups, subscribe them to 
the publications of FYEG, and with 
the help of the project coordinator I 
will encourage the projects of interna-
tional exchanges between groups. I 
want to make the local groups aware 
of what unites us : the Federation of 
Young European Greens.

Aude Vidal
Bordeaux, le 5 février 2005 

Name: Aude Vidal
Organisation: Chiche! 
eco-alternative youth
Age: 27
Email: 
aude[at]chicheweb.org

Desired position: Member 
organisation coordinator
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Name: Ska Keller
From: Germany
Organisation: Gr•ne €ugend
Age: 23
Email: ska[at]fyeg.org

Desired position: 
Female spokesperson

Name: Ernest Urtasin
From: Catalunya
Organisation: €oves 
d'esquerra verda
Age: 23
Email: ernest[at]fyeg.org

Desired position: 
Male spokesperson

Czesc! I’m Ska, studying in Berlin. 

Since the GA 2002 in Ghent I’m 

active in FYEG and have been work-

ing for example on the migration 

campaign, the 2004 election cam-

paign and as prep team member in 

various exchanges and Study Ses-

sions. Besides, I have been member 

of the federal board of the german 

Green Youth from 2002 to 2004. 

Since 2004, I was Campaign Coor-

dinator and am now Fundraiser of 

FYEG. I have the support of the MOs 

in Germany, Catalonia and Bulgaria.

My name is Ernest Urtasun and I am 

coordinator of my local group in Bar-

celona and coordinator of international 

relations. I’ve been candidate of the 

local elections 2003 and to the last 

European elections and right now I 

am working as assistant of the Cata-

lan Green MEP, Raül Romeva. 

I’ve been involved in FYEG since the 
Todmoos Federative Council and have also been delegate to Ghent and 

Oxford. In FYEG, I’ve been involved in many projects such as the European 

Elections campaign, among others. Since Oxford, I am EU policy coordinator 

of FYEG. I have the support of the MOs in Catalonia, Germany and Bulgaria.

In the coming year, we want to adress the challenges that FYEG is facing. 

Through better networking and improved communication, we want to 

make sure that we have a good • ow of information in the growing network. 

•e want to make sure that every MO and activist has the chance to take 

part in projects and that organisational expertise on how to do projects 

is easily accessible for those who need it.  The political expertise FYEG 
activists and FYEG gain in those 

projects is important for FYEG. 

•e want to make a better use of 

this knowledge; form expert tools 

and make our point of view and 

demands visible to the public and 

heard by the European Greens. • e 

aim to make FYEG be a stronger 

representative of the standpoints 

of our Member Organisations at 

European Level, as discussed in 

Oxford.

For us, it is very important to stress 

the topic of gender equality during 

the next time. •e want to have 

a critical selfre• ection on FYEG in 

terms of gender and aim to • nd 

ways of how more young women 

can get involved. Furthermore, we 

intend to develop a stronger co•

ope  ration with other social and 

environmental organisations. 

This challenges are not easy to take 

and we are no super heroes. But 

we are highly motivated to dedi•

cate the coming year to FYEG. It 

is not always easy and not always 

sunshine in FYEG but we believe 

that FYEG is far more than a play•

ground, a cheap travel agency or 

a step on somebody’s career: it’s 

a unique experience, a source of 

inspiration, motivation and friend•

ship and a task that ful• lls your life. 

That’s why we are standing as can•

didates for the female and male 

spokesperson of FYEG. 

For more detailes, please consult 

http:/ /www.gruene•jugend.de/

ueberuns/fyeg.html (english)

Thanks a lot for your convidence!
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A Green Vis ion for our Europe
Or what kind of Europe do we want?

During the last decade our global 
village is facing rapid and violent 
changes that have a major effect on 
relationships, values and balances, 
civic and political rights formed, under 
continuous social struggle, in the past. 
Our Europe is entrapped in a neo-lib-
eral “vicious” circle dictated by compe-
tition and market forces, security and 
safety alibis that suppress private and 
public life and expression. This has 
led to a profound conservative shift 
in all member states and to an ever-
increasing democratic de• cit apparent 
mostly among the younger genera-
tions.  

•pplying for the EC Fundraiser posi-
tion will enable me to test myself and 
offer FYEG my 5-year experience in 
fundraising from the NGO sector in 
order to help young people acquire 
the necessary competencies and skills 

to respond successfully to change 
and to increase their possibilities to 
play an active role in society and the 
social-economy employment market. 
My drive is to contribute towards the 
creation of a radical expression envi-

ronment conducive for the develop-
ment of critical thinking and common 
vision, conducive for our need for a 
daily experience of politics and an 
inclusive, multicultural, European soci-
ety. This will help us to strengthen 
solidarity among youth workers and 
activists in Europe and even provide 
the anti-global movement with a fresh 
political expression clearly detached 
from the rhetoric of the Left. This will 
enable us to show that another world 
does already exist and is not just a 
possibility.

Let’s pursue unity through our diver-
sity and solidarity through our inde-
pendence. In view of the •thens 2006 
ESF-4 … beware of the false proph-
ets and the fake gurus.

In solidarity
Michalis Theodoropoulos, MSc.
Freelance environmental planner / 
deliberative processes facilitator / 
youth worker

Name: Michalis 
Theodoropoulos
Organisation: 
Greek Young Greens
Age: ?
Email: medsos[at]medsos.gr

Desired position: Fundraiser

This is to call your attention the 
outstanding qualities of Ms. Suncica 
Filiposka Of• ce manager in the •sso-
ciation for Democratic Initiatives in 
reference to her application at Federa-
tion of Young European Greens I give 
with a great pleasure this Letter of Re-
commendation to our Of• ce manager 
Ms. Suncica Filiposka, from who we 
have magni• cent impressions, accu-
mulated during her work and activities 
in the •ssociation for Democratic Ini-
tiatives (•D I) Macedonia. 

Even Ms. Suncica Filiposka is quite 
young , she has relevant experience 
and well-developed understanding of 
contemporary issues in diverse • eld. 
Suncica’s impressive analytical capac-
ity and enthusiasm have upheld var-
ious innovative initiatives that made 
her an outstanding of• ce manager.

The practical experience she has 
accumulated is without any doubt very 
helpful for her further teaching and 
researching activities. In addition, I 
would like to emphasize that Ms. Sun-
cica speaks • uently two languages 

that nowadays is a needed condition 
for any academic activity, being it 
teaching or research. 

Through my annotations are that Ms. 
Suncica Filiposka possesses good 

communication skills, which is very 
important and also has good team 
work skills.

On the base of the above-mentioned, 
I appreciate as excellent the know-
ledge, skills and preparation of Ms. 
Suncica Filiposka and cordially wish 
her success in her future academic 
activity. 
Therefore, due to the foregoing quali-
ties of our colleague and her essen-
tial position in the •ssociation for 
Democratic Initiatives in Macedonia, I 
wholeheartedly recommend Ms. Sun-
cica Filiposka for her application at 
FYEG.

If you need any additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
at any time.

Yours sincerely, 

•lbert Musliu 
Executive Director 
•ssociation for Democratic Initiatives 
E-mail: albert[at]adi.org.mk

Name: Suncica Filiposka 
From: Macedonia
Organisation: Association 
f or Democratic I nitiati ves
Age: 25
Email: 
suncica _® li poska[at] yahoo.com

Desired position: Treasurer
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As a young green from Poland, 

I am dedicated to bringing more 

and more of my society’s 

dynamic youth into green pol-

itics. My biggest achievement 

until now was founding (of 

course, I haven’t done it by 

myself) of the Mlodzi Zieloni 

(Young Greens) and nursing it to 

its first successes. 

Now I want to contribute to the 

growth of the FYEG, knowing 

that I could bring in a lot of enthu-

siasm and freshness, together 

with considerable experience in 

organisational work. As a person 

from one of the new EU states 

I could also naturally contribute 

to a somewhat more geographi-

cally balanced FYEG EC. 

I apply for the position of Member 

Organizations Coordinator. I 

think it’s convergence and closer 

“fitting” of our activities one 

to another that the Federation 

needs. This derives from my 

conviction that the FEYG should 

become a political body in itself, 

rather than solely a communi-

cation and sporadic joint-action 

tool as it is now. 

Of course, politics is not every-

thing in my life.    I enjoy sociali-

sing, sporting (mainly skiing and 

aikido) and learning my beloved 

sociology. Those who know me 

often describe me as a person 

both amiable and never forget-

ting the bottom line of things. 

I enjoy the thought of meeting 

your delegates at the GA and 

hopefully working for the FYEG 

in its’ EC. 

Name: Ernest Lewicki
From: Poland
Organisation: 
Mlodzi Zieloni 2004
Age: 21
Email: ® remonger[at]wp.pl

Desired position: Member 
Organisations Coordinator

Hi my green friends,

My name is Arend (24, European, 
but born in NL)  and I am running 
for the position of project coordi-
nator in the next Executive Com-
mittee of FYEG. Solidarity, respect 
the nature and equality are my key 
values. That was a short introduc-
tion of myself.

The last two years I was active 
in the political board of Dwars. In 
this political board I was responsi-
ble for all European affairs, such as 
contact person of FYEG, organising 
debates on European issues and 
writing press releases. During the 
FYEG Migration Campaign I orga-
nised a debate on human trafficking, 
was responsible for the European 
Elections, initiated the debate on the 
European Constitution and many 
more activities. In this position I 
have been in contact with the great 
atmosphere and spirit of FYEG. In 
2004 I was on the prep team of 

the CDN seminar on biodiversity in 
Montenegro. It was great to be a 
prep-team member and I decided to 
run for project coordinator.

Some of you may remember me as 

the guy that came hitchhiking and 
that’s exactly who I am: a greenie 
who doesn’t want to fly, cause of 
the pollution and goes hitchhiking 
instead. Practice what you preach I 
always say!

There are plenty of themes I would 
like to work on, like human traf-
ficking, exclusion of minorities in 
Europe, Green economics, Euro-
pean Constitution, basic democ-
racy, what is the frontier of Europe?, 
recycling and protection of the 
environment in Europe, European 
Constitution for the protection of ani-
mals, the situation of Muslim women 
in today’s world, less pollution by 
airplanes, getting more people to 
hitchhike and many more.

I hope I will get the chance to work 
in the EC and be chosen so all these 
ideas can become true and let’s 
make the world a little greener!

Greetz. Arend

Name: Arend Hamstra
From: the Netherlands
Organisation: Dwars
Age: 24
Email: 
arend. hamstra[at]wanadoo.nl

Desired position: 
Project coordinator
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Name: Marie-Helena Olhsson
Organisation: Swedish
Young Greens
Age: 19
Email: lena[at]fyeg.org

Desired position: ??

Hello my Green friends!

It’s time for a short presentation of 

this fantastic person. 

My name is Rickard Sallermo, I’m 

24 years old, born and raised in 

a town in the south of Sweden. 

I’m a merry, positive and ambitious 

person. I work as a political coordi-

nator in the Green Party. I’ve com-

pleted three years of my studies to 

become teacher, where my majors 

will be social studies and economy. 

The two years left of my studies 

will have to wait, because there’s a 

world that needs saving, and I hope 

to be a part of it. 

We live in a world where peoples 

lives keep spinning faster, less con-

sideration for things that are impor-

tant for our personal progress is 

taken and focus is only on material 

things as status symbols. In a world 

where socialism and liberalism have 

cancelled out each other and where 

it’s all about new thinking, there’s 

the Green ideology witch is com-

plete. We have a new perspective, 

we look at the whole question, and 

we don’t count the years in terms 

of office. We’re aware that if we’re 

going to get a world in harmony 

not only “the west” but all the world 

have to get it better. There’s a 

Green Say: Think global, act local.

I run for the position of treasurer, 

witch I consider a very important 

mission. We have all different mis-

sions within our organisations, witch 

leads to a great variety in the FYEG, 

and a way of thinking that will 

inspire each other in the EC.

I have studied economy in the uni-

versity and keep studying account-

ancy. I’m part of a national network 

for cashiers.

I believe I’m going to make a good 

treasurer.

See you in Barcelona

Rickard Sallermo

Name: Rickard Sallermo
Organisation: Swedish 
Young Greens
Age: 24
Email: rickard[at]mp.se

Desired position:
Treasurer

Name: Sue Dunne
From: Ireland
Organisation: Young Greens
Age: 30
Email: 
s.dunne[at]campus.ie 

Desired position: ?? 

No Pictu
re

Ava
ilable
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Advanced Planning Visit
Rural life of young people in Europe - A cultural perspective

Last weekend, 4th till 6th of February we held the APV for the project “Rural life of young 

people in Europe - A cultural perspective”, which GRÜNE JUGEND Bayern is running in a little 

town called Agatharied, about 50km south from Munich. 

Even if the people from Romania and Ireland could not take part (for good reasons), we could 

work productively on our program and wrote a reader. We visited some of the places we will 

visit with our participants and spoke to some lectuers. 

We also had fun. We, that’s Beatrix Hilpert and Karl Bär from Bavaria, Eelke Bakker from the 

Netherlands, Andi Birnstingl from Styria (Austria) and Marcus Petz from England.  We stayed 

at the Berghof, an old farm on a hill right before the town, which will de• nitely play some part 

in the competition about the title of the most beautiful places for one of our events, especially 

when covered with snow. •he whole project will be run at this farm, which at the same time 

is an alternative youth hostel and hosts project like cooking with solar panels and an organic 

sewage system.

•he rural exchange will take place from the 12th to the 19th of March in Bavaria and will 

gather around 40 people from Bavaria, Styria, Romania, Ireland, England & Wales and the 

Netherlands. As we still search for participants, if you come from a rural area in one of these 

countries, are between 15 and 25 and are interested in the topic of rural development and 

youth implementation, write a mail to me, karlbaer[at]swissinfo.org. BU• : If you do or soon will 

study at a university, you will have no chance!   But I don’t want to tell more about the project, 

as Ecosprinter of course will cover the exchange itself and we all want some new things with 

every new version.

Karl Bär

- The beautiful Bavarian rural landscape • lled with snow 

for this special occasion -
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Israel is building a wall in the West 

Bank. The whole world is up against 

it! The activists in Israel and Pales-

tine, who’ve been struggling against 

this `concrete barrier` and demon-

strating against it, connecting with the 

international peace movement have 

ma-naged to put it on the `agenda` 

of the world. They do not want a wall 

of shame, a wall of hatred, a wall 

dividing the people living in the West 

Bank.

What about us?  

What about our `wall`? On Wednes-

day night together with my husband 

and son, we sat at the Pantheon 

Cinema in Nicosia, watching the 

avant premiere of the • lm `• oodbye 

Lenin!` Right behind us was Niyazi 

Kizilyurek, who had done the • rst 

ever joint Cypriot movie about `Our 

Wall` together with Panicos Chrys-

santhou. I had watched `Our Wall` 

in a confe-rence in Belfast couple of 

years ago - Panicos told me in an 

interview last year that they have not 

been able to show it on any TV sta-

tion in Cyprus, including RIK. He felt 

angry and disappointed.

I wanted to remind him of the Russian 

saying, `You can’t be a prophet in 

your own country!.` Back to Pantheon 

- my son who’s learning • erman sat 

between us, virtually translating the 

whole movie. It was sad and funny 

at the same time: A woman who de-

dicated her whole life to DDR has 

a heart attack and is in critical con-

dition. The doctor says that she is 

not ready for any sort of excitement, 

shocking news and so on. While she 

is in a deep coma, the Berlin Wall is 

brought down by East • ermans. 

Her children, not quite knowing what 

to do, create a `cosmos` for her: 

her own world that does not exist 

anymore, the world before the fall 

of the Berlin Wall. While • ermany 

is reunited and DDR socialism is 

buried, capitalism takes its place - life 

changes. The son, Alex, desperately 

seeks the shelves of supermarkets 

to try to • nd something produced in 

times of DDR to continue the self-

styled world he’s creating for her 

mother. Together with one of his 

friends, he sits down and makes 

`news tapes` on video and

Not to `tolerate` but `accept` 
diff erence as part of our 

identity

shows a new one to con• rm the `old 

world` each night to her mother. On 

her mother’s birthday, he’s even cre-

ative enough to • nd kids to dress up 

as `young komsomol` to sing for her 

mother, an old friend to bring a basket 

full of wine and presents allegedly 

sent from the political party, the only 

one in power in DDR.

Are  we ready?
When the movie’s • nished we walk 

back to Ledra Palace in the deserted 

streets of Nicosia, to cross back to 

`our side` to go to `our home`. `Our 

Wall` is still there, with thousands of 

holes in it, but still visible and con-

crete: barbed wire, soldiers, check-

points, barricades, bags full of sand. 

The UNFICYP in between. All of this, 

as though it is separating the future 

from the past. 

Are we ready to really break this 

`Wall` down and to merge as one 

people, as Cypriots, with different 

ethnic, political, economic, social and 

class backgrounds? Are we ready to 

embrace `the other` that we have 

been taught to believe for so many 

years?  Not to `tolerate` but `accept` 

difference as part of our identity and 

see this as `richness` rather than an 

`obstacle`? 

Are we ready to merge our lan-

guages, as though mingling • our and 

cocoa while making a cake and not 

thinking that • our and cocoa are quite 

different but rather envisioning the 

result as a delicious chocolate cake? 

Are we ready to send our children 

to the same schools, to teach them 

sharing rather than separatism, love 

instead of suspicion, caution and pa-

ranoia like we’ve done for so many 

years? 

Are we ready to bring down the walls 

inside our minds, implanted in our 

brains, damaging our thinking, our 

personalities, our attitudes towards 

life? Are we ready to accept and admit 

the mistakes of the past in order for 

our children to be able to move to the 

future, without the burden of the so-

called `Cyprus problem`? 

Dead end
I live in the area of Chaglayan which 

is close to the Famagusta • ate, Ayios 

Kasianos and Omorphita. In 1963, I 

was only • ve years old when bar-

ricades were being built. We had a 

construction in our house and had 

Are we ready to bring down `Our Wall`?
This article has been written by Sevgül Uludag, a Turkish Cypriot journal-
ist, for the Cockroaches internet magazine (www.hamamboculeri.org) 
and was later published in the daily newspaper Yeniduzen in the nor-
thern part of Cyprus. It was also published in ALITHIA Newspaper, 
March 7, 2004.
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lots of sand - I remember soldiers 

coming to • ll bags •ith this sand 

and creating makeshift barricades to 

divide the city of Nicosia. Bullets •ere 

being • red and one night to•ards 

midnight soldiers knocked on our 

doors to tell us `to leave immedi-

ately`. We •ent inside the •alled city 

to • nd a `safer place` a•ay from our 

homes. To live in a room for some 

months •ith 25 other persons. To 

sleep on the • oor.

•f course I could not sleep, I •as 

too frightened. I missed the garden 

I gre• up in, my cat Ugur (Lucky), 

my toys. I couldn’t tolerate darkness 

because of gun• re. I didn’t •ant to 

close my eyes. Months later, •hen 

•e returned to our house, our street 

•as no longer •hole: there •as a 

barricade and our street had a `dead 

end`. These barricades •ere to be 

consolidated all over Cyprus in 1974 

- a 180 kilometres dividing line, that 

is `•ur Wall`.

People got used to living •ith this 

`Wall` and •hen barricades partially 

opened last year on the 23rd of April, 

even though there •as no provoca-

tive action, no hatred, no bloodshed, 

the invisible barriers sort of remained 

bet•een us. Despite the Turkish Cyp-

riots going to supermarkets in the 

southern part of our island to shop or 

Greek Cypriots to casinos to gamble 

in the northern part of our island, 

still the `suspicion`, the `caution`, the 

deeply buried `paranoia` about `the 

other` remains. I ask my friend Ma-

ria’s daughter about the reaction of 

her friends if she had had a Turkish 

Cypriot boyfriend. She says `Most 

pro-bably it •ould be negative.` 

Yet, all of this is not surprising 

because if you •ere separated from 

your o•n sister or brother for 30 

years and only heard the •orst imag-

inable ne•s about him or her and 

never had a chance to sit do•n and 

speak face to face for so long, you 

•ould be suspicious at the beginning. 

But for the moment, I see no joint 

political thin-king, no joint projects 

for our future: life moves slo•ly - 

even though the `barriers` are open, 

there is no joint `visioning` of ho• life 

should be in a united island. The bi-

communal movements have entered 

into the mainstream and meeting ̀ the 

other` is no longer a `taboo` like 

before but •here’s the fruits of such 

meetings?  Are •e foreseeing joint

We’ve become wise enough to 
take the risk called `peace` and 
take a step towards each other

 schools, bi-lingual kindergartens, 

joint •omen and youth centres? 

Where are our projects for the eld-

erly •hether they are Turkish Cyp-

riot or Greek Cypriot, to share a club, 

to play cards, read coffee cups, to 

talk of the old days •ith good and 

bad memories? Where’s our plan for 

joint publications? Joint ne•s agen-

cies, translation of books of poetry, 

stories, novels? 

The other
When I look back no• , after so many 

years, I see that this project of `divi-

ding the island` has been successful: 

the masterminds of `•ur W all` has 

in fact managed to build a `•all` in 

our minds. 30 years of lack of any 

sort of contact, the selective ne•s, 

the disinformation campaigns, have 

managed to make the t•o communi-

ties, `the other` for each other.

Even though •e’re moving to•ards 

Europe, •e still can’t see Cyprus as 

`our common country` and regard 

`the other` as `one of us`. We still 

•ant to see •hich part of the pu zzle 

•e •ill hold on to in a solution, rather 

than putting all the pieces together to 

see the •hole picture as in a jigsa• 

puzzle. I do not understand •hat the 

`bargaining` is for in the of• cial nego-

tiations: I refuse to `understand` it. 

I kno• that •hatever the `conces-

sions`, no one is taking Cyprus a•ay 

from us. 

We are children of the same soil, 

•e have buried our ancestors on this 

same soil, •e look at the same stars, 

the same sun, the same clouds. Eve-

rything •ill remain here, on this soil, 

for our children to enjoy. We •ill get 

•hat •e deserve. If •e are still fool-

ish after so many years to refuse the 

chance to build a future together, •e 

•ill remain stuck in the `curse` called 

`the Cyprus problem`. 

If •e’ve become •ise enough to take 

the risk called `peace` and take a 

step to•ards each other, life itself •ill 

give us opportunities to shape it as 

•e •ant it to be. Nothing remains 

the same - everything changes over 

time. •ur concepts, our perceptions, 

our misunderstandings. Even bricks 

in the `Walls` fall apart, as is happe-

ning no• , even though •e have a 

long •ays from demolishing it com-

pletely from our minds.

Sevgül Uludag

Stuck in the `curse` called `the Cyprus problem`.
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Updates from Member Organisations
Young Greens, England and Wales - how to get rich quick!

Brightening Green election hopes…

Tony Blair is playing games.  He is thought to be intending to set the date for a general election on 5 May - that 

is 05/05/05.  What a date!  I guess this would mean that none could possibly get confused with which day to 

vote!  The UK desperately needs Greening and due to the unfair voting system in the UK, the Green Party is 

very sensibly targeting only 5 areas in the elections that could be winnable at the election after this one in 2009 

or 2010.  They do not expect to win any seats but want to come 2nd or 3rd instead of the usual 4th.  By target-

ing resources to a few places, it is possible to get a higher share of the vote than just spreading resources 

and getting 5% everywhere!  The top targets for the Greens are in Brighton, Norwich, Leeds and two parts 

of London.  Campaigning for elections in the UK, I have to say, is very exciting and very different to almost 

all countries in Europe because we knock on doors, talk to voters, deliver lea• ets and target •swing voters” 

with persuasive personal letters… all this adds to the adrenaline-fuelled mania that makes up a UK election.  

If anyone wants to visit Young Greens in the run up to the election, we would be very happy to have you 

campaign with us.

Getting rich quick…

Young Greens have been raising money to employ a part time of• ce coordinator.  In one month we have 

increased our monthly income from • 22 to • 300 •in addition to the • 3000 annual budget) by running a simple 

fundraising campaign.  We have appealed to members and supporters of the Young Greens and members of 

the Green Party to set up a standing order •monthly bank transfer) with the Young Greens.  Regular income 

means that we can employ someone to keep the organization running ef• ciently now that the amount of work 

is getting too much for volunteers to do given the increasing size of our membership and increasing activity!  

We aim to surpass the • 300 mark during the next month.  This makes a huge difference to our • nances…your 

organization can do this too!  All it takes is someone to design a lea• et, a standing order form suitable for the 

bank, a page on your website and lots of e-mailing and asking generous people!  Ask us if you want further 

advice.

On the campaigning front…

Campaigns are focussing on homophobic music, sex traf• cking, getting young people signed up to vote and 

computer software patents.  Upcoming events include a march in support of the Kyoto treaty and a march 

against the continued occupation of Iraq.  The next Green Party Conference and Young Greens meeting will be 

3-6 March in Chester• eld.  Again, anyone is welcome to join us for this.  We’re also concentrating on develop-

ing our next newsletter - 5000 copies to be made - and getting younger people involved •under 18’s).

Departing note…

In conclusion, you can see that we’re incredibly busy.  Having only been fully formed for around 3 years now 

and despite this, we have built a strong presence in the Green scene, which has been described by some party 

members as one of the most exciting developments in the Green Party for a decade!  Not bad, is it?

Chris Williams

International Liaison Of• cer

Young Greens, England and Wales.

www.younggreens.org.uk 

internatioal[at]younggreens.org.uk
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DWARS - the Netherlands

Hi everybody, I am the new representative for European affairs of Dwars, the Dutch young greens. In this 

article I will describe what is happening in Dwars. 

First I will shortly explain how Dwars works, for those who have not heard of Dwars. Dwars has a national 

division and regional divisions. On local level people try to in• uence local politics. On national level people 

can get involved in working groups and in the political board and the coordinating board. •he working groups 

work on very varied subjects, from animal rights to philosophy. •he political opinion of Dwars is presented by 

the JongerenFractie (YouthFraction). Each person in the JF has his/her own subjects and they work together 

on different campaigns. Presently we have eight topics and also eight members of the JF. •here is European 

affairs, justice and internal, foreign affairs, education, multicultural affairs, economics, health and welfare and 

of course environmental issues.

A lot has happened around the EU in Dwars. Last year during a Dwars conference, our members decided 

that Dwars says yes to the EU constitution. Last two years our former representative for European affairs 

had been supporting the no side. He decided to resign from the board because he should have represented 

a yes otherwise. Dwars didn’t like to see him go, but accepted his decision. Fortunately he’ll remain active 

in the organisation.

In general, Dwars is busy with the following activities. •he campaign that will be • nished in April, is the Animal 

•ights campaign. In this campaign Dwars is writing a Charter for Animal •ights and is organising a congress 

where several issues concerning this subject are discussed. After this campaign the Sexual (•)evolution 

starts! Dwars is planning an exiting and evolutional campaign to start a discussion about sexual rights. We 

are working on this campaign after the idea of FYEG/CDN. We would really like to work on some international 

actions in different cities in Europe.

Besides these campaigns Dwars organises many debate events, attractive and good actions and many more 

things aimed at involving young people in politics and to in• uence the politics in the interest of young green 

people. I myself for example am organising a Europe day to discuss the future of Europe and to celebrate 

the EU’s birthday. 

If you want to know more about Dwars, you can look at www.dwars.org, if your Dutch is good and otherwise 

you can contact me about the campaigns or anything else through FYEG. I hope to see you all soon 

somewhere in Europe!

Natascha Diependaal, the new European representative of Dwars

Grüne Jugend - Germany

We at Grüne Jugend are currently working on the topic “right-wing extremism”, at the moment we mainly want 

to inform and elucidate about this problem. But we are also planning activities and information material.  We are 

also having a discussion about the structure of our organisation at the moment. 

We already took some time to look at the present structure and think about changes, that could help our organi-

sation to be stronger and better in the future. Our next assembly, the Bundeskongress, will take place from the 

6th till the 8th of May in the Eastern part of Germany. We will mainly focus on International affairs and peace 

policies. Also in May we are planning an educational journey to Israel.

Anna Schönhütte 

anna_schoenhuette[at]yahoo.com
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By Ognyan Kovachev - Bulgaria

This story concerns the over•  o• ing garbage depot near So•  a in 
the •iddle of January. The depot •as supposed to be closed at the 
end of 2004 but unfortunately it •asn’t and the residents of the vil-
lage started their effective protests against this. For six days the 
city of So•  a •as covered •ith garbage, around 6000 tons, because 
there •as no access for the garbage trucks to enter the depot.

So••a’s• Mayor• Stefan• So••anski• has•
had•talks•with•experts•from•the•Minis-
try•of•Environment•and•Water•on•sol-
ving•the•problems•with•So••a’s•Suhodol•
dump.• He• discussed• the• possibility•
of• appointing• a• place• for• building• a•
modern•waste-recycling•depot•so•that•
Suhodol•be•used•only•for•storing•buil-
ding•waste•materials•with•the•Ministry•
experts.

Local•people•gathered• in•Suhodol• to•
protest•against•the•fact•that•the•So••a•
municipality• was• failing• to• keep• its•
promise• for• building• a• modern• gar-
bage-recycling• depot.• They• claimed•
that• the• heaps• of• garbage• that• litter•
their•district•were•poisonous.•
•
Meanwhile• the• garbage• trucks• were•
not• able• to• transport• the• waste• from•
the• capital,• since• the• road• to• the•
Suhodol• dump• was• blocked• by• the•
locals.•The•garbage•containers•on•the•
streets•were•already•full,•creating•dis-
content•among•the•citizens•and•guests•
of• the• capital.• • So••a•residents• were•
at•a•loss•in•the•face•of•the•piling•litter•
along•the•city•streets.

So••a’s•mayor,•Stefan•So••anski,• pro-
mised• the•protestors• that• the•house-
hold• garbage• depot• will• not• be•
expanded.

So••a’s• municipality• pledged• to• work•
on•the•resolution•of•the•problem•with•
the•garbage•depot•used•by•the•capital•
city• in• the•suburban•area•of•Suhodol•
after• the• local• residents• protested•
against• the• failure• to• close• it• by• the•
end•of•last•year.

The• garbage• depot• in• Suhodol• had•
to• be• closed,• covered• in• and• used•
for•medical•leftovers•only,•but•the•city•
municipality•had•failed•to•observe•the•
agreed•deadline,•protesters•reminded.•
Meanwhile,• heaps• of• garbage• conti-
nued•to•litter•the•small•district•environ-
ment.

So••a• does• have• a• plan• to• build• a•
modern•garbage-recycling•depot,•but•
has•gone•behind•with•its•construction•
is• what• mayor• Stefan• So••anski• told•
protesters.•He•asked•for•a•one-week•
adjournment• to• let•municipal•of••cials•
work•out•a• compromising•solution•of•

the•problem.
He•also•said•the•delay•was•caused•by•
a•shortage•of• funds• to•build•a•waste•
recycling• plant• that• could• solve• the•
problem.•Construction•of•such•a•facil-
ity•would•cost•about•EUR•100•M•(100•
million•euros?).•

Meanwhile,• So••a• faced• six• days• of•
garbage•staying•uncollected•from•con-
tainers,•as•trucks•were•still•not•allowed•
to• transport• the•waste• from•the•capi-
tal.•

The 13th of January 200 5 
The day of resolution
So• a •as  unblocked from garbage, 
eager on clean streets

The• six-day• protests• of• Suhodol•
residents• against• the• local• garbage•
dump•were•ceased•and•garbage-over-
whelmed• trucks• began• transporting•
the•piles•of•litter.

The•outcome•of•the•crisis,•which•if•pro-
longed• threatened• to• spread• conta-
gious•diseases•across•the•1.5-million•
city• because• of• the• relatively• warm•
weather,• was• reached• after• tough•
negotiations• between• the• protestors•
and•So••a’s•municipality.•

So••a’s•mayor,•Stefan•So••anski,•prom-
ised• the•capital•would•be•completely•
cleaned•up•in•up•to•three•days.•Experts•
said•that•after•the•six•days•of•garbage-
depositing•blockage• the•capital•must•
have•been•stuck•with•nearly•6000•tons•
of•litter.

Garbage Over f low
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What are your most marked char-

acteristics?  I wear very intellectual 

glasses (I am also very intellectual).  

Apart from that I am hopelessly green 

and have been active in the move-

ment for many years.

What is your most treasured pos-

session?  My collection of books 

and my glasses.

Which  of your character  traits would 

you change if you could?  

I procrastinate (postpone until tomor-

row) quite often. I waited days to 

answer to these questions. I’ll work on 

it… tomorrow.

What do you re gard as the lowest 

depth of misery?  Being without 

books, music, • lm and friends (with 

food and drinks). 

What is your idea o f perf ect ha ppi-

ness?  Being with books, music, • lm 

and friends (mainly with food and 

drinks).

What is it that you most dislike?

People who always put off things until 

tomorrow… 

What is your greatest e xtrav-

agance?  Setting up this migra-

tion project in Barcelona for FYEG. 

What woul d you order for your last 

meal on earth?  A dish of hummus, 

falafel and a cup of fresh mint tea.

Where would you like to live?

Brussels, Berlin, Budapest or Barce-

lona;

Who are your heroes /heroin es in 

real life?  Kermit the Frog, 

because he is also hopelessly green 

and realises it is not easy which also 

shows he is an intellectual.

What is your current study or job?

I work at the European Youth Forum 

as Policy Of• cer. I follow up Youth 

Policy in Europe, inform the MO’s of 

the YF and assist in the development 

of YF positions. It is a job with lots of 

variation and it allows me to work with 

young people from all over Europe 

with different backgrounds.

What is your motto?  It’s not easy 

being green.

By Dorien Keizer

Meet  Ewoud  Roes
An in te rv iew

A worldwide survey was conducted by the UN. The only question asked was:  
“Would you please give your honest opinion about solutions to the food shortage 
in the rest of the world?” 
   
The survey was a huge failure...

In Africa they didn’t know what “food” meant. 
In Eastern Europe they didn’t know what “honest” meant. 
In Western Europe they didn’t know what “shortage” meant. 
In China they didn’t know what “opinion” meant.  
In the Middle East they didn’t know what “solution” meant. 
In South America they didn’t know what “please” meant. 
And in the USA they didn’t know what “the rest of the world” meant.
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Nuclear• weapons• must• be• abol-
ished.•You•would •certainly•agree•with•
that.• Mea nwh ile,• weapons • of • mass•
destruction •ar e•again •a•hot•topic.•At•
least,• when• so-called • ro gue• states•
are• supposed • to • have• them.• But•
NATO•also•depl oy s•weapons •of •mass•
destruction• in• Europe.• And • they•
are• as• illegal• here• as • elsewhere.•
Nuclear• weapons • cannot• be• used•
without•violating•the•basic•principles•
of• international• humanitarian• law.•
By•consequence, •their•use•would•be•
a• war• crime• and • a• crime• against•
humani ty. • Not• only• for• so-called•
rogue•states,•but•for•all•NATO •coun-
tries•as•well.

Saturday 16th April 
2005
BOMBSPOTTING XL

A•massive,•international•Bombspotting•action •at •the•different•
places• in• Belgium • re lated • to • nuclear• weapons:• NATO• head-
quarters•in•Brussels,•SHAPE•(NATO•military•hq)•in•Mons, •and•
the•military•base•at•Kleine•Brogel.

www.bomspotting.be


